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FORWARD

This document is referred to as the Lergm (20 year) Spatial strategies have been spatially depicted. The chapter includes a-tenger
Development Framework (SDF)MithambathiniLocal Municipality. It is a spatial developmentision statement for the municipal area which indicates

principal spatial planning instrument which guides and informs all planning, a desired spatial growth and development pattern for the next 20 years.

land management, development and spatial decigsiaking within the Later, in the last section, is an implementation framework chapter surfacing
Ydzy AOALI t AdGed ! OO2NRAYy 3 (2 (GKS { 5t linkagavoetweandte RIF ldng’ B & frandelvorkiatghan@A LI £ { LJ- )
Developmen Framework must assist in integrating, coordinating, aligning

and expressing development policies and plans emanating from the variousAgain, inter alia, this phase will provide a list of strategic spatial planning

sectors of the spheres of government as they apply within the municipal projectsMkhambathiniLocal Municipality will need to consider and budget

FNBFeé {t[!a! /KFLGSNI n tFNI ' wmn &% @thepelemepts that are emphasized in this segment are areas that need
to be carefuly managed especially where development pressures can be

This @cument contains divergent chapters providing clear details set expected to occur in the future.

therein. Firstly, it introduces the background of the project highlighting the o o _ _

important legal element that municipalities are obligated to comply with ~The main objective of the project, is to create credible SDF that is based on
the statute to formulate an SDF that lwguide the overall spatial ~ @n agreed vision and planning principles that promote equity and
distribution of current and desirable land uses within, in order to give effect Sustainability, thatsi, by assisting with restructuring spatial inefficient
to the vision, goals and objectives of the municipality. In this document, the Settlements, channelling resources to areas of greatest need and
purpose and role of municipal SDF is clarified. The second phaseisvhic ~development potential and stimulating economic opportunities in rural and
referred to as the situational analysis, or rather the status quo, among other Urban areas. This project for the preparation of Spatial Dpwent
things examined the policy and legislative review from an international, Framework is submitted to:

national, provincial, district and local plans, with implications enticed for Mkhambathini_ocal Municipality:

MkhambathiniLocal Muicipality. Address: 18 Old Main Road

More analysis which was conducted included the ebosder alignment, Camperdown

the demographics and population growth estimates, the space economy, 3720

infrastructure assessment, public amenities, spatial analysis, the landscapeP’hone: +27 785 9300

character, and the statefothe environment which incorporates the ~ Fax: (0317852121

ecological mechanisms. The spatial opportunities and challenges latter Visit: wwwmkhambathingov.za/

culminated the affair state of the segment. Following the analysis of the Enquiries can be directed to:

current situation are proposals to redress, address and mitigatgtieak Development & Planning (TechniSakvices Department)
issues _reﬂe_cted in the s_itua_tional analysis. Now this gives birth to a NeW Contact Person: Ms Zinhle Mbonambi

phase in this paper, which is referred to as the spatial strategy. Enlisted Contact No.: (031) 785 9374
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LIST OF ACRONYMS

APAP
BNG
CBA
CRDP
DLRRD
DM
DOT
ESA
ERP
FLISP
GDPR
GFCF
HDI
HSSP
HV
ICT
IDP
IGR
IPAP
IUDF
KZN
LED
LM

AGRICULTURE POLICY ACTION PLAN
BREAKING NEW GROUND
CRITICAL BIODIVERSITY AREAS

LUS
MDB
MLM

COMPREHENSIVE RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME  MSA
DEPARTMENT O&ND REFORM AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT MSP

DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY MV
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT NDP
ECOLOGICAL SUPPORT AREAS NEMA
ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN NEMPA
FINANCIAL LINKED INDIVIDIAL SUBSIBGRAMME NIP
GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT PER REGION NSDF
GROSS FIXED CAPITAL FORMATION NSSD
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX PGDP
HUMAN SETTLEMENTS SECTOR PLAN PGDS
HIGH VOLTAGE PSDF
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY SDF
INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN SDG
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS SIP
INDUSTRIAL POLICY ACTION PLAN SPLUMA
INTEGRATED URBAN DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK UMDM
KWAZULU NATAL WTP
LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WWTW

LOCAL MUNICIPALITY
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. BACKGROUND TO THBFRECT requirements above. The SDF will represent a long term (+20 years) plan

and will be revised in line with the IDRdar cycles or annually if required
The Municipal Systems Act, 2000 (Act 32 of 2000) (herein referred to asy, the municipality. The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996

da{! €0z NBIszANBa 0KI Ges & ml@grateddzy)\(g&l\)rﬂ); Aél-_? LquQL&lN&KSN\BAy NEFTSNNBR G2 |
55@S t2 LYSyid tthy O6KSNBAY NBETSNNBR mHn?upa!Iltl%s n%forsdh\felUpménﬁélF?esﬁonsﬁb fn'gésqrﬁehdfed 3 rﬁhﬁélé 2 LIY'S
CNI YS62N] OKSNBAY NBFSNNBR G2 I & qj{df_l G ol & ¥l ¢t QFND L%%{kJ%y%é% ARH yu_:qus YLRﬁ(tz
realize the spatial vision of the Mun|C|paI|ty Section 26e of the MSA Statesjunsdmtlon An SDF, therefore, fasmpart of the systems and procedures at

that the Munid LJI £ AG& Ydzad LINBLINBE al a L‘léhéJdAsﬂ)oEal oﬂf%%%ﬁm%alh@(té PfeH‘orm oﬁ'ﬁsﬁe%@o%rﬁ%tal mandate

which must include,the provision of basic guidelines for a land use jnq fagilitate removal of spatial remnants of the apartheid past. The main
YIEyr3SYSyid aeaidsSy F2NJ GKS YdzyAOA LJIpGr[fbé’e%F tfe SDF is to guide the form and location of futureaspati
development within the Municipality. It is a legislative requirement and has

The IDP is a fiwgear plan which is linked to the term of office of the _ _
a legal status. In summary, the SDF has the following benefits:

Municipal Councilrad as such the SDF is developed to comply with the
requirements of the MSA for the Municipality to have an SDF which will be 1 It facilitates decision making regarding the location of service

b 02NB O02YLRYSyd 2F | adzyAOALN € AG2RWERAO2VANYAQTuidBs DDl 2N hadior ifdelindnd F € = a2

|nst|.tut|onal, .enV|ronmentaI VISI(.)n.. In.other wordss ia tool to achieve the 1 It strengthens democracy and spatial transformation and facilitates
desired spatial form of the Municipality. effedive use of scarce land resources.

The Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, 2013 (Act 16 of 2013) T It promotes intergovernmental coordination on spatial issues and

OKSNBAY NBFTSNNBR G2 a a{t[!a!é0 NI BVREX regyokdy (e develgpieny of detriled sl Y NB |

adopt a Municipal Spatial Development Framew(SDF) and further Scheme (LUS) and other lower order plans.

provides the contents of the SDF in section 21 of the said Act to be the 1 It guides and informs the spatial location of municipal infrastructure
following: TheMkhambathiniLocal Munigality (herein referred to as investment and spatial priorities.

GalKFYol GKAyé& ¢ 21N @S adzy A OA LI £ A G & 1o Prquides visya) represerfagiqqigfsthe degired. urban form of the
strategic framework thadirects the implementation of the IDP and guides municipality in the short, medium andnig term. Ultimately, the

the overall spatial distribution of current and desirable land uses within a SDF and accompanying package of plans, defines and facilitates a
Municipality in order to give effect to the vision, goals and objectives of the progressive move towards the attainment of an agreed upon
municipal IDP whilst also taking a long terme/ s envisaged in SPLUMA RSAANBR aLJ GAFf F2N¥ 6AGKAY (GKS Y
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1.2. PROJECT LOCALITY well-served by provincial and regional roads, and is well located in relation
to Durban and Pietermaritzburg and adjoins Cato Ridge, a potential

industrial node. The N3, which is identified in the Spatial Growth and

2.1 PROVINCIAL LOCALITY Development Strategy as a Provinciati@or, runs eastvest through the

Mkhambathini Local Municipality is located in the sem#stern region of central part of the municipal area.
the KwaZultNatal Province (hereinrefeiRe 12 a4 aGY%bkmod LG A& t20FG§SR Hp
from the City of Pietermaritzburg aagproximately 56m fromthe City of Significant portions of the municipality fall within the Valley of a Thousand
Durban Hills (with Table Mountain a major landmark), an area with high potential

for ecotourism, and in the Midlds Mist Belt, which has a webtablished

122 REGIONAL LOCALITY a}grlcultural econo,my. Mkhambathini is van ISIZLIA|U word derlyed Afrom B
SalKFIYolFIUKAYAEZ gKAOK YSIFya WUKS LI I OS
Froma regional perspectivd\ikhambathini Municipality is located along
the southeastern boundary of the uMgungundlovu Distrighi@ KwaZulu

Natal province It is the secon@mallest municipality of seved) in the o _ _ N .
district. Mkhambathini shares the district with the following local Mkhambathini LM comprises of six (6) traditional authority areesely:

municipalities:

1.2.4. TRADITIONAL AUTHQAREST

Mapumulo Traditional Authority;
MaNyavu Traditional Authority;
MacalaGwala Traditional Authority;
EmbaeThimuni Traditional Authority
Isimahla Tradional Aunthoritgnd the
Sobonanakhona Traditional Authority

UMshwathiLocal Municipality
UMngeniLocal Municipality
MpofanalLocal Municipality
Impendle Local Municipality
Msunduzi Municipality
Richmond Municipality

=A =4 =4 4 =4 4
=A =4 =4 A =4 =2

1.2.5. WARDS

1.2.3. SUBREGIONAL LOCALITY The Mkhambathini Local Municipality comprises of seven (7) wards, with a
From a sulsegional localitythe municipality is bordered by the Ugu District ~ 1arge part of the municipality being rural in LTI and underdeveloped.
Municipality along the south boundary, Richmond LM on the west These wards have been demarcated according to the 2021 ward
boundary, Msunduzi LM on the nostvest boundary, uMshwathi LM on the ~ delineations byhe Municipal Demarcation Board

north boundary and eThekwini Municipality along the east boundary. It is
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DEVELOPMENT OF A SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORKHAMBAHHINIOCAL MUNICIPALITY
DRAFT SDF

2. LEGISLATIVE FRAMEW®RID POLICY ALIGNN\ME

2.1. INTERNATIONAL DEVEMENT FRAMEWORK 2.1.2. NEW URBAN AGENDA My UN HABITAT (2016)

The spatial development of MLM must align not only with national, == *cEss=Tia =i The New Urban Agenda is a global framework
provincial, and district frameworks, but also with broader inteomaii ] for sustainable urbanization adoptatithe UN
development agendas. These international frameworks provide guiding = f New Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban
principles for sustainable urbanization, climate resilience, poverty ?'f"'z 222:';,\ . Development (Habitat Ill). It seeks to guide
reduction, and inclusive economic development. = : efforts to achieve cities and human settlements
= Hin & ?“; that are inclusive, safe, resilient, and
2.1.1. SUSTAINABLE DEVELERMGOALS (SD@E3IJNITED =] el t'*-‘. ~ sustainable. It promotes urbamral linkages,
NATIONS (20£2030) compact and connecteurban development, participatory spatial planning,

e SEEE a1 & uiveresl el e aaisn (@ @) and the prioritization of affordable hieing and infrastructure access

Goals fora. . N poverty, protect the planet, and ensure peace

SPATIAL DIRECTIVES:municipality masact to promote compact urban
development in Camperdown, Ophokweni, Eston, Nlidvo and
Ngiyanyoni It must additionally strengthen urbawral linkages by
reinforcing secondary rural service hubs and enhgrazécipatory planning

and spatial inclusion of marginalized communities

better world MM and prosperity for all by 2030. There are 17

W g F .

interconnected goals addressing economic,
social, and environmental development. Key
Qo goals relevant to spatial plangininclude

L. t-; ap o sustainable cities and communities (Goal 11),
@D e L ¥ & .

clean water and sanitation (Goal 6), affordable
and clean energy (Goal 7), climate action (Goal
13), and sustainable economic growth and employment (Goal 8).

v

2.1.3. PARIS AGREEMENT ONVATE CHANGE (2015)

The Paris Agreemeris an international
treaty under the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change, aiming to limit global

warming to below 2°C and pursue efforts to
sanitation, and affordable energy in all towns and villages, and protect| —amas— limit the increase to 1.5°C. It calls for

ecological assets and promote green infrastructure to enhance climate climateresilient development, carbon

resilien@. The municipality must also support inclusive economic growth emission reductions, renewlbenergy trasitions, and the protection of
through spatially integrated local economic development initiatives. natural carbon sinks like forests and wetlands.

UNITED NATIONS

SPATIAL DIRECTIVEESY must promotesustainable urbanization and PARIS CLIMATE

integrated human settlement development, prioritize access to clean water, ;AIE‘KG[CEME!‘J
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SPATIAL DIRECTIVEBnate change adaptation strategies must be
integrated into land use planning and infrastructure development.
Renewable energy options and enedgfficient design within settlements

must be prioritised. Ecological corridors and water catchment areas must 2 2 2.

be protected to support climate resilience. New housing and economic
development must be designed with low carbon footprints and resilient
infrastructure standards.

2.2. NATIONALEGISLATIVE FRAMEWOR

2.2.1.

CONSTITUTIONFOHE REPUBLIC ORVBI® AFRICA,
ACT NO. 108F 1996

The Constitution is the supreme law of South

Africa, forming the cornerstone of democracy

. and governance. It sets out the objectives of

L‘ local government (Section 152), including

~ providing democratic and  accountable

| governance, ensuring  service eligery,
promoting social and economic development,

. encouraging community involvement, and

promoting a safe and healthy environment. In terms of spatial planning, the

Constitution enforces the importance of integrated development, spatial

transformation, acess to land, housing, basic services, and environmental

sustainability as rights to be progressively realized.

SPATIAL DIRECTIVESsure equitable access to land, housiagd
infrastructure in bdb the urban, and rural areas. Strengthen public
participation in planning decisions, particularly in traditional authority

PREPARED BY: TPS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT‘

areas. Avoid development thatompromises environmental
especialf along estuaries, floodplainadwetlands

rights,

MUNICIPAL SYSTEMETANO. 32 OF 2000

The MSAregulates how municipailés must perform their functions and
exercise their powers. It mandates the preparation of Integrated
Development Plans (IDPs) and Spatial Development Frameworks (SDFs) as
strategic planning tools. The Act places emphasis on participatory
governance, sushaability, integrated development, environmental
protection, financial viability, and spatial planning tress apartheigra
imbalances.

SPATIAL DIRECTIVES:terms of Section 25(1) of th&ISA the
MkhambathiniMunicipal Council must adopt a single, inclutidifor the
development of the municipality. Section 26(e) requires that the IDP must
include aSDFas a core component. Section 34 further requires that the IDP
be reviewed annually and amended in accorédanmith changing
circumstances, while Section 35(1) provides that an adopted IDP binds the
municipality in the exercise of its executive authorlige development
approach forMLM must align with national and provincial planning
frameworks in terms of Chtgr 5 of the Municipal Systems Act and ensure
coordination with neighbouring municipalities. In line with Section 23(1),
municipal planning must be developmentally oriented, supporting socio
economic growth while protecting natural resources. As a cor@aoemt

of the IDP, the growth methodology must comply with Section 26(e) by
providing clear land use management guidance, including zoning
categories, land use controls, and development parameters across urban
and rural areas
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2.2.3. SPATIAL PLANNING AMIND USMANAGEMENT ACT, 2.2.4. TRADITIONAL AND KFBAIN LEADERSHIP AOIF32019

ACT NG, 118 OIF 208 The Traditional and KhSan Ledership Act, 3 of 2019 (TKLA), which
T SPLUMA establishes a unified framework g pezieq the Traditional Leadership and Governance Framework Act, 41 of
& ,t—-\\ O\ :;nasp::rl]aintm:::)lzg Sa:l:jth Iarf(:icaus?t 2003., provides the_ current legal framework for the recognition :?md
// /), s _\\:\\\\\ - dg o f ol N functioning of traditional leadership structures. The Act recognises
/‘, ({f o N \\ \ | Introduces principles of spatial Justice,  ragitional Councils as statutory governance bodies with roles in land
’I ] e ) g Sp‘_”‘t_'al sustainability, .sp'atlal'resnlence, administration, customary governance, and development coordination
¢ A N\ 7, | efficiency, and gooddministration. The within traditional areas. In KZN, traditional leadership operates within
R /4 / Act mandates the development of ., incial governance arrangements coordinated throu@GTA and
N -:‘:i'«"'""// TIITEpEl] SRS et (et BLEISmEs; aligned with the Intergovernmental Relations Framework Act, 13 of 2005
S — ensuring integrated, sustainablend i . ..

inclusive spatial development. It aims to dismantle historical spatial L e B TS s £
disparities by promoting transformation and effective lase governance.

SPATIAL DIRECTIViE&Iignment with SPLUMAquitable access to land
and resourcesnust be promoted and higialueagricultural landnust be k
protectedfrom urban encroachment, and support the establishment of an | : . LEADERSH IP ACT 2019
AgriHub to modernise agriculture and stimulate the local economy. Spatial | g : L~ "« ' @ - :

optimisation along the N3 corridor and secondary nodes such as Eston and : : -

Ophokweni, coupled with infrastructure upgradecluding road networks SPATIAL DIRECTIVES: municipality includes tracts of land registered in

and the Umlaas Road railway station, is essential to improve accessibilitythe name of he Ingonyama Trust and fallinmder the jurisdiction of

and economic efficiency. Compact settlemenist be encouraged in aid Traditional CouncilsAlmostall the rural settlements are located under

limit urban sprawl into agricultural and environmentally sensitive areas, traditional council areas and subject to the traditional polici¢saditional

while steamlined land acquisition processes and proactive marketing of the councils thereofincremental upgrading, rural settlement consolidation,

Ydzy AOALI t AdeQa aldNIGSIAO £ 20 GA2Y anh Mice NB MuSt be spafialy cobrlinhidd Wi T oucHsd S &

improving service delivery. to prevent unplanned expansion and infrastructure inefficiencies. Where
land allocation creates spatial risk (e.g., environmentally sensitive or
disasterprone areas), the Municipality must engage Traditional Councils to
implement prevatative spatial controls.
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1.3.5.

SUBDIVSION OF AGRICULTURAND ACT0 OF
1970 (SALA)

The Subdivisioof Agricultural Land Act, 190K SNBE Ay NB F S NNS
was enacted for the purpose of preserving and protecting agricultural land
to ensure food secusi and the protection of prime agricultural land. The

act was also put in place to control the subdivision of agricultural land i
South Africa.

n

SPATIAL DIRECTIVMES8DpUgh municipal spatial planningnisw primarily
governed bySPLUMA, SALA continuesafiply in certain circumstances,

1.3.6.

NATIOML ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGERNT ACTNO.
107 OF 1998(NEMA)

The objective of the statute is to provide for
co-operative, environmental governance
by establishing principles for decision
making on matters affecting the
environment, institutions that will promote

: | co-operative governance and procedures
for coordlnatmg environmental functions exercised by organs of state; and
to provide for matters connected therewith.

R G2 la af{![!€0
SPATIAL DIRECTIVESIity conservation areas have been identified within

the municipal area and their sustainability is depended on the application
of NEMA to ensure that they are use sustaindltytably, here are few
areas within the municipality that have been identified by Ezemvelo KZN
Wildlife as KZN CBA Irreplaceabld are located along the northern and
southern entities of the municipalityn accordance to the NEMA guidelines,

it is importantto ensurethat these areas are protected by the community

and land historically regulated under SALA may still be subject to subdivisionand that suitable land uses, economic activities and tourism opportunities

controls and national agricultural oversigdMkhambathinihas several
parcels of agricultural land thakereunder the abovementioned act, as e

as households situated on such laimdalignment with th&ALAhighvalue
agricultural landmust be protectedthrough appropriate urban edge
management and land use scheme controls that discourage non
agricultural subdivision and incompatible develepin The sipport of
emerging farmers and cooperativasist be prioritised. Mechanisms are to
includeinfrastructuresupportsuch as irrigation schemes, tunnels, and dip
tanks, while enhancing access to agricultural markets and processing
facilities

PREPARED BY: TPS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT‘

are realised in and around these areas.

1.3.7. NATIONAL ENVIRONMBNT MANAGHMENT:

PROTECTED ARBASS57 OF 2003(NEMPA)

The National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act (NEM:PA)
provides the legislative framework for the conservation and sustainable
YIEYlF3aSYSyd 2F {2dziK ! TNROI Qa rk&IJNB (G SO0
nature reserves, and other ecologically significant areas. Enacted in 2003

and subsequently amended, the Act strengthens the protection of
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biodiversity, ecosystems, and cultural heritage by regulating the

declaration, management, and administration mbtected areas and
controlling activities within them to ensure loteym environmental
sustainability fopresent and future generations

SPATIAL DIRECTIMES:municipality hadsur aressidentified as protected
under the act.In aid to adequatelyalign with the NEM:PA,existing
protected areas such as Mpushini Protected ResBiagle Dam, Natal Lion
Park, andGwahumbe Game Resermmust be prioritised forbiodiversity
conservation. Buffer zones should tmintainedaround these areas to
regulate lamd use and prevent ecological degradation. Sustainable eco
tourism initiatives should be promoted to support economic development
without compromising ecological integrity, alongside community
participation programs to ensuredal benefits from conservati.

1.3.8. NATIONAL ENVIRONMBNTMANAGEMENT: WASTE

ACT 59 OF 200@VEM:WA)

The National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 establishes a

national framework for regulating waste management to protect human
health and the environment through pollution pretien, standardised

PREPARED BY: TPS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT‘

norms, and controlled waste management activities across all spheres of
government.

SPATIAL DIRECTIVEBSaddress waste management challenges and align
with NEM:WA priority should be placed irh¢ establishment of a waste
sorting andmaterials recovery facility (MRF) on strategically identified land.
This facility should be centrally located to serve urban and rural areas
efficiently, reducing reliance on the Msunduzi Municipality's New England
landfill site.Priority should also beaated in increasing waste management
coverage to underserviced areas, particularly, thouse located in the more
rural counterparts of the municipal area.

1.3.9. NATIONAL ENVIRONMBNT MANAGEMENT:

QUALITY ACIO OF2004, NEM:AQA

AIR

The National Environmental Magement: Air Quality Act, 2004 provides
the legislative framework for protecting human health and the environment
by regulating air pollution through national standards, emissions licensing,
air quality management planning, monitoring, and enforcemerasa all
spheres of government.

36




DEVELOPMENT OF A SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORKHAMBAHHINIOCAL MUNICIPALITY
DRAFT SDF

SPATIAL DIRECTIVWE&:cordancavith NEM:AQA, prioytmust be placed areas in the central munpality require targeted ecological restoration,
in the regulation and monitoring of industrial areas, particularly including habitat rehabilitation and invasive species management, in line
Camperdown and Umlaas Road, given their strategic location along keywith the NEM BA Ongoing cleaning, greening, and the establishment of

transport corridors and their concentration of agnmcessing, logistics, biodiversity corridors are essential to reconnect fragmentetitais,
manufacturing, and warehousing activities. Tevpnt the deterioration of enhance ecological resilience, and deliver both envirotahemd socie
ambient air quality, industrial development within theseasmust comply economic benefits

with emission control requirements, Atmospheric Emission Licensing where

applicable, and ongoing ajuality monitoring 1.3.11. NATIONAL WATER AR®. 36 OF 199@NWA)

The NWA provides the legislative framework

for the equitable, sustainable, and integrated
management of South AflicQa & G SNJ NB & 2 ¢
by regulating water use through licensing,
NDFOIBAHING 5 Walg s UAY. G EPIORYARI A y ot
conservation to support social, economic, and
environmental needs.

1.3.10. NATIONAL ENVIRONMBMNT MANAGEMENT
BIODIVERSITY ACTO2004NEM:BA)

The NEM: BAprovides the legislative framework for the conservation,
ddzaildlAylrofS dzaST FyR LINRBGSOGAZY
indigenous species and ecosystems, regulates bioprospecting and-benefit
sharing, and establish&ANBto oversee biodiversitmanagement within

the broader environmental governance system SPATIAL DIRECTIWESambathini relies on major river systems within the

Umgeni catciment, as well as Nagle Dam, making effective water resource
management critical for loAgrm sustainability and resilience. Given the
widespread reliance on septic tanks, saakays, and limited wastewater

treatment capacity, the planned 2 ML Wastewatezaiment Works is

essential to meet current service backlogs and support future development
associated with growth along the N3 corridor. Wetlands and riparian
systems, which are vital for water filtration, flood attenuation, and
biodiversity, are increasyly threatened by agricultural activities such as
SPATIAL DIRECTIVES Municipality must integrateCBA identified _sugarcane and timber cultivatioRriority musttherefore be placed in )
UKNRBdzAK 91 SY@gst 2z 2AfREATSQA  aAya Swetladpletedhioh And ReRabilitof thrsuyh sttidt Mude confrdsRd S NR A U
Priority 1 areas as strict conservation zones and allowing controlled, establishment of riparian buffers, and conservation meastoeprevent

sustainable development within Biodiversity Priority 3 areas. Transformed frther ecological degradation.
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The need for security of tenure for all

The need for sustainable use of land

The need for rapid release of lafadl development

The need to record and register all rights in property.

The need to administer public land in an effective manner.

1.3.12. INTERGOVERNMENTALAREONS FRAMEWORK AC
2005 (ACT NO. 13 @B05)(IGR)

The purpose of the act is to development a framework for all spheres of

government to promote and facilitate intergovernmental relagiomo

provide for mechanisms and procedures to facilitate the settlement of

intergovernmental disputes; and to provide for matters connected

therewith.

=A =4 =4 4 =4

SPATIAL DIRECTIVE®st proportion o | KI YO I G KAY A Q& K2 dzaA
located in traditional rural areas where househaklg on insecure tenure

SPATIAL DIRECTIVES projects to be propodeand implemented as part arrangements such as protected informal rights, rentals, or permitsion

of this SDF will require the cooperation and coordination of all three occupy agreements. In line with the White Paper on South African Land

government spheres. Theséll include projects such aimter aliahuman Policy and related land reform policies, spatial planning must prioritise the
settlements projects, (which will invel the collaborative effort of MM, strengthering and legal recognition of tenure security in rural areas to
HDA and th&KZNDoH$, local economic del@ment projects as well as support access to services and livelihoods. Addressing these housing needs
roads maintenance and upgrading projedishich will require the further requires equitable land redistribution, improved administration of
collaborative effortof the MLM, UNDM, SANDRAL and the DoThe public land, and the strategic release ofdarutilised land for settlement
coordination of all such as projeetill be undertaken using the freework development, while aligning with sustainable land use principles.
provided for in this et. Integrating these priorities into the Spatial Development Framework will

support equitable and stainable rural development in Mkhambathini

20PoB). WHITE PAPER OF LANDLICY AND RELATERIEIES
The White Paper on Land Policy is the result of aatvda-half-year 2.2.6. NATIONAL DEVERRENT PLAN: VISIOOBQ

process of policy development, consultation and lessons from early Theb 5 t Aa {2dziK | FNROI Q&
implementation. The current patterns of land ownership strondlgatthe
political and economic conditions of the apartheid era. Racially based land
policies were a cause of insecurity, landlessness and poverty amongst black
people, and a cause of inefficient land administration and land use. The
White Paper mandateal land policies to deal with the following:

term development framework aimed at
eliminating poverty and reducing inequality
by 2030 through inclusive economic growth,
employment creation, state capacity building,
and sociatohesion. It proposes the creation

of 11 million jobs to reduce unemployment to
6% by 2030, supported by strategies that strengthen expdrgrowth,
small and medium enterprises, innovation, infrastructure investment, skills

9 The injustices of racially based land dispossession
1 The inequitable distribution of land ownership
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development, regulatory ceritaty, improved public services, effective a! f £
welfare systems, and integrated urban and rural development to promote Ly Of dZAA @S> {dzaGF Ayl o6t S

nation-building and inclusive prosperity.

SPATIAL DIRECTIVES8iough the NDRloes not explicitly reference
Mkhambathini, it identifies KwaZuNatal as a higgrowth province with
implications for municipal service deliveryinterpreted through local
conditons,a { K& Yo G KAYyAQa RS@St2LISyd
b5t Q& LINA2NRAGASa 2F AyOfdzargdsS S
environmentd sustainability, and spatial transformation. Given the

Ydzy AOALI t AG@Qa adNRByYy3I | INR Odz G dzNI ¥

priority should be placed in supportibgth commercial and subsistence
agriculture, agreprocessing and inclusive value chaiaad link land
redistibution to skills development. y f Ay S GgAGK GKS bE
efficiency and human capability development, frgority should also
support improved access to education, healthcare, digital infrastructure,
and coordinated crasboundary planning to enable inclusive, sustainable,
and resiliendevelopmaet.

**  Key Rail Routes

h dzZNJ t S 2 LJar Trankf@riey Blacdsyh af IKteghded?

FYR /2YLISGAGA D

INATIONAL SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES

@ National Urban Regions
@  National Urban Nodes

Regional Development Anchors

National Development Corridors

Import/Export Nodes

Key National Roads

Key Regional Roads JY é e Z
y U

Inter-regional Road Corridors

Inter-regional Rail Corridors v 4 A

Border Posts 7\ a u ) Sf

Agri-Enterprise and Small-scale
Farming Resource Region

| National Resource Production Heartland

Arid-Agri Region
Ocean & Aqua Culture Production Region
Eco-Resource Production Region

National Protected Parks and World
Heritage Sites

| Marine Protection Area

SPATIAL DIRECTI¥EBough the municipality is not specifically mentioned

5 9 7 NATIONAL SPATIAL BEBPMENT FRAMEWORK in the National SDF, it is identified as an-Egterprise and Smeiicde
(NSDF), 2022 Farming Region to which the following is proposed:

TheNSDF waapprowed by Cabinet on 23 March
2022 for the purpose of creating a more equal

’ and equitable South Africa peapartheid. The
ey NSDF recognizes the impacts of the apartheid

Transformed Places in an

L Integrated, Sustainable and

) Penmenm regime seeks to foster development that will
v fet Sy KEYyOS GKS O02dzy i NEB Q&
i create employment and economic
< development. The Spatial Vision is thus:
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w Productive use of high value agricultural land to support national

food security.

w Enhance through wplanned infrastructure
investment and settlement consolidation in wahnected
regianal anchor towns.

S @2 BhRaXc® and dxtdnd tieSrbld of shafidmedium scale farming
through rural land reform, to alleviate unemployment and poverty,

and contribute to national food security.
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w Rehabilitation of degraddend 2.2.8. BREAKING NEW GROUNILICY2004, BNG
w Effective landusemanagement

. e The BNG Poligyovides a national framework

w Improwe rurako-rural connections, market accessibility and )

. . for the development of sustainable human
necessary agricultural productigrfrastructure

B G settlements through a holistic approach that
NATIONAL RESOURCE RISK AREAS integrates housing delivery with social and

Breaking NEW GROUND economic infrastructure. It promotes safe and
secure living environments, divereeusing and tenure options, reliable
access to basic and social services, compact and -onbeedettlement
forms, proximity of lowncome housing to economic opportunities, and
environmentally sustainable, w@ltegrated towns and cities, including
suppat for social housing and alternative building technologies.

Homan Capitaf Devilopment, Youth, People, Sarvice Demind 0

Intemationsl & Local Tourise O

Rural Entorpeises & Small Scale Norutacturing Q

| mwauuw-w
[ »mmhp-m

° Growing popufation pressur and associated demands

SPATIAL DIRECTIWE®ambathiniis characterised bgrofoundly welfare
dependentcommunities, where a proportion of the municipal population

Q [ra————— faces triple challenges pbverty, inequality and wmpoyment. Statistical
) @ e data reveals that majority of the population is either not economically active
‘ Q gty Mo s Vot or falls in the R4800 per annum income bracket. This suggestsd for
National ResourceRisk Area: (1) Waterberg (2 lfants, 3) Upper @mwmmmmu low-income housing options f&WLM communities, thus presenting a need

Vaal, (4) uMngeni, and (5) Berg and Breede

for BNG busing in the regian
In alignment with the NSDMkhambathinimust be directed toward
reinforcing its role along the N3 natiordgvelopment corridor. Priority 2920 SOCIAL HOUSING PQLIC
must be placed on compact, nodal, and corrid@sed development
around strategic areas such as Camperdown and Umlaas Road, with a focu
on logisticerelated, agreprocessing, and servigedustrial activities, while

voiding uncontrolled linear sprawl. Devel ] i water . . ,
avoiding uncontrolled finear spra evelopmés) guided by wate households in welbcated urban areas. It aims to promote spatial

sensitive planning and the protection of ecological infrastructure in . . _— . =
P 9 P 9 integration, densification, and, access to, economic opportunities by

NBO2 3 3_”\ u__)\ 2y _2 oo KS_ ek s @2 L 4 1 & guppért%gO Iélc%rédﬁe)é So%iél ul-ﬁ)a\si%g IHs{ﬁu%onsdzv%}lt inEI %e}éiénate\cq’)\ 2SN
catchment, identified as national resourcesk area

The Social Housing Palicy, given legislative effect through the Social Housing
ct, 2008, provides a framework for the development and management of
affordable, mediurdensity rental housing for leowwo moderateincome
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Restructuring Zones, with oversighytthe $IRHAthereby contributing to SPATIAL DIRECTIViEStignment with the NImfrastructure interventions
sustainable, inclusive human settlements. in Mkhambathini should respond to a predominantly rural settlement
pattern marked by dispersed traditional authority areas, limited reticulated
services, and development pressuakng the N3 and R603 corridors.
Water security efforts should prioritise strengthening bulk supply reliability,
targeted reticulation to key rural service nodes such as Ophokweni,
Ngilanyoni, and Maqonggo, and loss reduction through demand
management ratAr than largescale augmentation. Energy provision
should focus on smadcale embedded renewable systems, particularly
solar PV, to support rural settlements, agriculture, tourism facilities, and
municipal buildings, improving service resilience and iadueliance on
SPATIAL DIRECTIVE®:current demand for housing iNkhambathini constrained grid infrastructure

Municipality is largely made up of low income hougingral settlements.
However, a need has been iddied for other rental and affordable type
housing instrumentén nodal regions such asmlaas Roa€amperdown
whichis the majomregion of economic opportunity in the municipal area.
Portionsof welllocated land within nodal areas canitdentified as pesible
middle income housing development areas, with the inclusion of social
housing.

2.2.10. NATIONAL INFRASTRURE PLAN2O50, NIP

The NIP 2050 sets a Ior(gm coordinaed 2.2.11. INDUSTRIAL POLICY IO PLANIPAP)

The Lt !t 2dzif AySa { 2 dzii ¢
linduSthalixbtiod  and economic

diversification strategy, focusing on
strengthening key sectors such as agro

national framework for thedevelopment,
YIEAYUGSylyOS | yR dzLJ3 N
energy, water,transport, digital and social
infrastructue. It aims to improve economic
productivity, enhance resilience, support processing, manufacturing, ourism,
compact settlement development, and ensure that infrastructure , S o2 and mining. It promotes localized
investment is sequenced, prioritised and fiscally sustainable. economlc development innovation, valadding industries, and regional
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economic hubs. The IPAP aims to stineujab creation, enhance global around Camperdown and Umlaas Road, where access to the N3, R603, and
competitiveness, and foster inclusgewth. rail infrastructure supports freight functions. Lamek decisions must
rotect the mobility of the N3 by limiting direct access, dlscouraglng ribbon

AL PIRESNIRKD VO I ORA YA O SOBYE VAL Ee\é&pwféﬁ/ R £ hdbakihg 10biSdibdthétifities Wihin defined

shaped by its position along the N3 corridor, with activity concentrated in settlements, while safeguarding rail infrastructure at Umlaas Road from
Camperdown and Umlaas Road. These areas function primarily as Iog'St'C?ncompatlble uses. Settlementagvth and public facilities should align with

and servicandustrial nodes, characterised by warehogsirstorage, dominant taxi and bus routes along the R603, Umlaas Road, and key
packaging, agreupport, and limited light industrial uses rather than collector roads, with transport investment in traditional authority areas

RAGSNEATASR YI' {dz'-F el dzNJ‘: yae ;yvttla no%ﬂﬁ?eh %Ign% strjgt]eg{bflmks c%r%&?m@ di %&Jgewréh%mts}- NB A 3
handlingandaged 2 3AaGA0as 6KAES /| YLISNR?2 g&%ﬁsh&%@’%éc@ﬂr@sgx ue 02 UK I

R603 reinforces itslistribution role. Agriculture (particularly sugarcane)
remains a dominant land use, with most vadukeled processing occurring
outside the municipality. Industrial development is constrained by limited

2.2.13. INTEGRATED URBAN BIEOPMENT FRAMEWORK

bulk infrastructure, dispersed rural settlement patterns, redabsence of ThelUDF if 2 dzi K ! FNAOF Q& y I G}
fully serviced industrial estates, resulting in a logiséing agresupport policy, aimed at guiding urban growth
oriented economy rather than a manufacturileg one. toward compact, integrated, connedge
inclusive, ad resilient cities and towng
2.2.12. NATIONAL TRANSPORASNIER PLAN, 2090ATMA IUDF emphasizes spatigansformation through
restructuring urban forms, connecting and

The NATMA is a strategic framework developed by the South @iric denszg settlements, _promoting economic_ dynamisensuring

2O0SNYYSyd G2 3dARS GKS RSOSE2LIYS¥iaed Tovdhiie. FRet20BMNRaRs Srbtbo 2 M&Mnk Gh 2y
system through to the year 2050. It seeks to ensure an efficient, accessible, ‘infrastructure, affordable housing, transport networks, and puipaces.
and sustainable transportation system that supports economic growth,

social integration, and environmentalistainability.lt aims to create a SPATIAL DIRECTIVESalignment with the IUDF, development in
transport system that can sustainably meet the needs of the growing uMkhambathini should be consolidated within stixig settlement
population and economy over the next few decades. concentrationgparticularly Camerdown, Umlaas Road, and Estahgre

infrastructure, economic activity, and accestjbilcan be efficiently
supported. Higherdensity housing, public facilities, and employment uses
should align with dominant movement corridors, including the N3 interface,
R603, Umlaas Road, and established taxi routes, to improveuniah

SPATIAL DIRECTIVESalignment with NATMARkhambathini should
recognise its primary role asthroughrmovement area along the N3
national freight corridor. Logistics and distribution activity is concentrated
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connectivity In predominantly rural areas, spatial interventions should through clusteed provision of basic servicasd access to local economic
prioritise incremental upgrading and strengthened linkages rather than full opportunities,rather than full urbanisatian

urbanisation. Economic activity should focus on logistipport, agre

processing, and servidedustrial functions whin defined nodes, while 2.3.  KZN PROVINCIAL POLFRAMEWORK

compact settlement form and managed expansion protect -tiagte 2.3.1. KZNPROVINCIAL GROWTHDADEVELOPMENT STRHNTE
agricultural land, water catchments, and ecological systems. VISION2035
= The PGDSis a comprehensive lofigrm plan

2.2.14. COMPREHENSIVE RUREBEVELOPMENT PROGRAVM developed by the government KZN to guide its

2009 economic and social development over ayBar

& po— The CRDP is based on land reform, agrarian period. The strategy is aimed at achieving

transformaton, and rural development, : 4 sustainable economic growth, job creation, and
and promotes a participatory, multi W powerty reduction in the provincdt is based on a
stakeholder approach to improving vision ofKZNas a prosperous and inclusive province, where all citizens have
: livelihoods, food security, and job creation  access to opportunitiesnd quality services
in rural areas. It acts as a catalyst for sustainable rural development by
addressing basic services and skilleettmment, including targeted youth
empowerment through the Nainal Youth Rural Services Corps

SPATIAL DIRECTIVES:PGDS identifies the N3 corridoKdad a LINRA Y I NE
economic and logies spine Mkhambathini should therefore leverage its
position along this corridor by concentrating economic activity, logistics

SPATIAL DIRECTIVESnaliseNgiyanyoni, Ophokweni and Magongam support, and employmerdgenerating uses within Camperdown and Umlaas
rural service nodes with clearly defined settlement boundarasal Road, while protecting the N?f from unmangged access .a‘n.tmbrr
development effortshould be spatially focused along secondary and local development. The PGDS further identifies the Midlands as a priority area for

movement corridors such as the R603, P338 and P477, where settlement!’Pamcrural integration and agrprocessing, requiring strengthened
densities, access to facilities, and agricultural activity already converge, 'Nkages between rural traditional authority areas and the Campergiown
Agrarian transformation initiatives should prioritiseas of higkvalue and Umlaas Road node through corridetech as the R603, P338, and P477, to

productive agricultural land, supporting both commercial and subsistence F:onnect agricultural production areas to markets, services, and logistics
farming while preventing fragmentation and inappropriate land conversion. infrastructure.
Rural settlements beyond Camperdown, including Eston, Manderston, Mid

lllovo and surronding traditional authority areas, should be strengthened 2-3.2. KZNMEDIUMTERM DEVELOPMENT ¥ 120242029,
(MTDB
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The MTDP is theZRILINE @A Yy OA | Iyed SiplEnvedtsfionQ & SPATIAL DIRECTIVMESording to the PSDEamperdownis identified as a
framework that translates loAgrm stategies such as th®GDS and Small dwn, which is a centre that provideservices to the local economy
national priorities under the MTSF into actionable programmes, projects, The PSDF proposes the following interventions for small towns:

and budgets. It sets out clear priorities, targets, and respititisth for
provincial departments and entities, guiding infrastructure investment,
service delivery, economic development, and spatial transformation over
the medium term.

w Secondary economic growth areas.

Promote as secondary node in support of corridor development.
Promote compact urban development & combat urban sprawl.
Promote focused investment & managed growth.

Promote densification (brown agenda) & infill development.
Provide economies of scale for effective & affordable service

SPATIAL DIRECTIMESie the BN does not reference Mkhambathini
explicitly, it dentifies priority investment areas and corridors that directly _
shape 1§ Ydzy A OA LI £ A ikh@nbathniLtklis] viithii theNaB t S @ delivery.

e eegegeg

provincial freight corridor and the Midlands agmonomic zone w Infill where high levels of services are available (restructuring
positioning it as a corridor interface area where liggsupport activity, nodes). _ _ _ _
agriculture, and rural development intersefite function of the N3hould & lieeesel (Eeleiil eEmen) (unssy ererielings):
therefore be protected. Economic and infrastructure investment in B Pleme: seeTreneme tpiiment _
w Promote provision of ufficient bulk infrastructure services

Camperdown and Umlaas Rosadould be encouragedas well as the
strengthering ofruralcurban linkages along routes such as the R603, and
safeguard higivalue agricultural land and water catchments.

(demand & supply).
w Priority spending on infrastructural upgrading needs (new &
maintain).

2 3.3. KZN PROVINCIAL SPATDEVELOPMENT FRAMIRK w Single land use management system (township formalisation).

2022
The KZN PSDF is the statutory provincial spatial planning instrument that?-3-4-
translates national angrovincial development priorities into a coherent
spatial structure for the province. It identifies strategic development
corridors, nodes, rural and urban investment areas, and environmentally
sensitive zones, and provides guidance on where growth shmeild
promoted, managed, or restted.

KZN GREATER REGIONRATIAL DEVELOPMENT

FRAMEWORK, 28

The KZN Geater RSDF is a regional, crbsandary spatial planning
framework prepared in terms of SPLUMA to guide spatial transformation,
economic transition, and infrastructure coordination across the Greater
KZNregion. It provides a loAgrm regional spatial fic that integrates
YEGA2Y L § ALI GALf LINAR2NAGASE O6AyOf dzRA
Areas), provincial policies, and municipal planning by identifying strategic
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corridors, multnodal development patterns, environmental and

agricultural protectia areas, and priority investment zones.

Tokoksfod

SPATIAL DIRECTI\HpEtial development in Mkhambathini should reflect
its role within the Greater KZN mutidbdal cityregion by reinforcing a
network of corridors, service centres, and rural production areas, rather
than concentrating growth in a single node. Movement amwstment

be tightly managed to protect water security, ecological systems, and
climate resilience, while tourism and recreation growth should be
channelled along established routes to asseth agdNagle Dam, with strict
gateway controls to prevent ribbon development

2.4. DISTRICPOLICIEAND SECTOR PLANS

2.4.1. UMGUNGUNDLOVU DISCRMUNICIPALITY INBRATED
DEVELOPMENT PLAN24£@25
TheUMDML 5t A a

planning framework that guides service delivery,
infrastructure investment, spatial coordination,
and economic development across its local
municipalities. The 2024/2025 IDP aligns district
priorities with nationaénd provincial frameworks
and places strong emphasis on water and
sanitation services, environmental health, disaster management, spatial
planning alignment, and coordinated support to local municipalities
through theDDM

SPATIAL DIRECTI\&Efttialdevdopment in Mkhambathini should align
gAUOK GKS SB5AaGNROGQA NRES Fa 2FdSNJ

should be structured along the N3, R603, R624, P338, and P477, which

function as freight alternatives, agricultural connectors, rural service spines,
and tourism access routes supporting regional decongestion and; rural
urban integration. Settlenrm¢ growth and public investment should be
consolidated within existing servicentres and settlement clustersgtorg
Magongqo, MidllovagManderston, Opokweni, and Ngilanyagifilongo)

and other corridodinked settlements to improve service access and
infrastructure efficiency. Development within the uMngeni catchment must
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settlement growth and densification within existing settlement clusters and
corridor-linked areas where bulk water and sanitation can be sustainably
supported, rather than dispersed traditional authority homesteads.
Development must be sequenced with district bulk infrastructure planning
through the DDM to avoid growth beyond servicing capacity.-used
decisions should protect river systems, wetlandsad the uMngeni
catchment, while settlement planning integrates disaster risk and climate
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vulnerability by steering growth away from flepbne and based access, andiral service delivery rather than metropolitacale
environmentally sensitive areas that place pressure on water quality and growth
service delivery

2.4.2. UMGUNGUNDLOWDISTRICT MUNICIPALSPATIAL
DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWOR22
¢tKS !'ab5a {5C Aa GtKS
spatial planning framework, prepared in terms
of SPLUMA that provides a laiegm spatial
vision and development logic for the entire
district and its severocal municipalities. It
identifies the districivide spatial structure,
including development corridors, settlement
hierarchies, environmental and agricultural protection areas, and priority
investment zones, to guide coordinated land use, infrastrugilaening,
and development decisiamaking.

OCTOBER

MUNICIPAL SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT
FRAMEWORK

SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

..............

SPATIAL DIRECTIVES: UMDM SDFdirects that development in
Mkhambathini be structured around an existing hierarchy of settlements
FyR O2NNAR2NES 6AGK /FYLSNR2oy FdfSi A PPYRGEPLOYY RETRG G 4 EROWE R 6 2P 2yt
small town, supported by Eston and Mlidvo as rural service centres, and DIEVISHOIPL SN AN

a wider nework of dispersed rural settlements. Growth and public J
investment are to be consolidated within these centres and along the R603, “"’fn

TheUMDM DGDRasbeenpreparedwith
the core objective of establishing a long

Ky, costa

B .

R624 and associated connectmutes Settlement expansion outside MGINGUNDIOVT &. Ere..... €M Vvision and direction fadevelopment
defined centres is to remain lewtensity and rural in chiacter, supported | umcuncunolovuoscrerownsIN the district It provides an overarching
by appropriate service standards rather than full urban reticulation. This ANDDEVELOPMENTPUAN —and coordinating framework for planning
spatial logic positions Mkhambathini as a mragticultural support and development initiatives within each of the local municipalities and

municipality within the district system, reinforcing agriculture, corridor —across municipal boundaries. It essentially provides a spatial context and
justification for priority interventions.
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SPARL DIRECTIVEBie UMDM DGDP positions Mkhambathini as a concentration, avoiding further dispersalarenvironmentally sensite or
corridorlinked, agricultureriven municipality along the N3, located infrastructureconstrainedland. Growth must be managed within the

F LILWINREAYI GSt& on YAydziSa FNRY 5 dzNBMngef Zatchd®enIp protycRwateriqidlit? aldi ebologidalssystBnis2ayi® Y &
anchored in vegetable, maize and sugarcane productth, a globally 4SdzZSYyOSR gAGK RAAGNAROG odzZ {1 AYyFNIFai

significant concentration of poultry producers, alongside pig and beef PlagOne BRI S (¢ | LIINBI OKYX F20dzaAiAy3a RS@OSt
farming. The DGDP identifies Estsa priority area for poultmelated strategic corridors and access routes.

agroprocessing and hub development, supported by vaehan linkages

to the N3 corridor. Manufacturing is framed as veddeing to agricultural 245 UMGUNGUNDLOVU DISORI MUNICIPALITY

and timber resources, while tourism development is linked to assels su ENVIRONMENTAL MANMENTFRAMEWORR017

as Tala Game Reserve, Nagle DamthadUmgeni Valley, reinforcing
al KIYol (0 KAY A SéodubtiRefs$port BnunicipaMybziiierttha
a primary urban growth centre

The UMDM EMHs a statutory environmental

planning instrument, prepared in terms of the
NEMA that maps environmental sensitivities,
constraints, and opportunities across the entire

2.4.4. UMGUNGUNDLOVU DISTRI MUNICIPALITY  ymbMto gwde IaneUse planning and development decisioaking. It
DEVELOPMENT MODENECPLAN), 2022052

provides spatiallyexplicit environmental sensitivity zones, development
G e The UMDM DDMhas been adopted to transform guidelines, and performance standards to indicate where different land

thg SESEIY] e imprgve 12 il @ e O_f uses are appropriate, restricted, equire additional assessment.
citizens. The DDM embodies an approach by which

— the three spheres of government and state entities SPATIAL DIRECTIVE®: DistrictEMF identifies Mkhambathini a$ying
: « work in unison with other development partners in  within highsensitivity agricultural, biodiversity, and watesource
an impactoriented way and where there is higher landscapes, where land transformation poses significant risks to food
performance and accountability for coherent  security, water quality, and ecosystem function. Settlement expansion

service delivery and development outcomes. catchmentareas wetlands, flooetiskareas, and agrbiodiversity zones is
therefore highly constrained and may trigger additional environmental
SPATIAL DIRECTIVESBUMDM DDMpositionsMLMas a rurajperi-urban authorisation requirements. The EMF further highlights dispersed rural

municipality within the Msunduzientred district system, where settlement as a key driver of environmental degradation and service
development supports corridor access, agriculture, and rural service inefficiency, implying that development in Mkhambathini should be
provision rather than metropolitan growth. Spatial development should be consolidated within existing settlement clusters and guided by appropriate
consolidated within existing settlement clusters and areas of service rural service standards.
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2.4.6. UMGUNGUNDLOVU DISTRMUNICIPALITY CAINE
CHANGE ADAPTATIOMIRL2023

The Draft Climate Chandelaptation Plan, was
developed in August 2023, specifically for
UMDM, in aid to support its strategic climate
change response agenddhe purpose and
strategic objectives of the Climat€hange
Adaptation Plan are tduild and further the
climate change ponse agendaidentify and
prioritise risks and vulnerabilitiecandGuide and enable the mainstreaming
of climate change sponse, particularly adaptation

© | SREENB2OK

uMgungundlovu District Municipality

santam @CSIR

SPATIAL DIRECTIVES:.UMDM Climate Change Adaptation Plan identifies
uMkhambathini as vulnerabte increasing flood risk, climatiiven water
insecurity, and dispersed rural settlement patterns. Development within
river corridors, wetlands, and lelying catchments is therefore highly
constrained, requiring floetesilient design and avoidance airther
expansion in highisk areasFuture developmenmust align with water
conservation, protection of the uMngeni catchment, and climmaggient
agriculture, with settlement consolidation and ecosystem protection
prioritised as key adaptation meassre

2.4.7. UMGUNGUNDLOVU DISORI MUNICIPALITYDRAFT
MASTERPLAN F@QEMETERIES AND CRE®RIA PLAN
2024-2053

The UMDM Cemeteries and Crematoria Master Plan is @#dongplanning

framework that uses mortality projections, cultural burial practices, and

land-suitability analysis to guide the provision and location of cemeteries
and crematoria across the district. It identifies future land requirements,
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suitable areas, and environmental constraints to ensure burial
infrastructure is planned proactively, alignedhwépatial planning and
environmental regulations, and does not conflict with housing, agriculture,
or other critical land uses

SPATIAL DIRECTIVES8IUMDM Cemeteries and Crematoria Master Plan
identifies Mkhambathini as facing a critical shortage of formal burial
capacity, with no currently permitted municipal cemeteries and an
estimated requirement of @0 hectares of cemetery land by 2054. The Plan
assums that approximately 70% of burials will continue to occur on
GNF RAGA2Yy I+ f FdziK2NAGe fFyRX
pattern, while increasing urbanisation along the N3 corridor is intensifying
competition for suitable land. This imglithe need for early identification,
protection, and phased development of suitable cemetery sites within
Mkhambathini to avoid future burial shortfalls and conflict with housing,
agriculture, and infrastructure development

2.5. LOCAL POLICIES AMMCBOR PLANS

2.5.1. MKHAMBATHINI LOCAL UNICIPALITY INTEGRBT
DEVELOPMENT PLAN2£/@5

: TheMLMIDP is a statutory fivgear strategic plan,
prepared in terms of Section 25 of the Municipal
Systems Act (Act 32 of 2000), that guides municipal
development priorities, invé®ent, and service
delivery across sectors including infrastructure,

_ social development, environmental management,
and economic development. Developed through a participatory process

and aligned with national and provincial priorities, the IDP provides a

FINAL INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLAN

DEVE
2024/25
UHLELO LENTUTHUKO EDIDIYVELWE
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NI YSG2N] TF2N | OKA S @ Aefml visiorKd® beddoryigh O ABsfbntandiOptokvent a8 geBondary service centres, and Magonggo, Mid
KwaZultb I G I £ Ghaib fof Bdistry, tourism, and agriculture along the  lllovo, Tilongo, Ngilanyoni and Ezimwini as tertiary nodes. The R603 is
N3 Corridor by 2030, within a socially cohesive environment. identified as the primary housing and service corridor, while the N3 is not
intended to accommodate local housing development. Housing delivery
must avoid highpotential agricultural landenvironmentally sensitive areas,
steep terrain and floogirone valleys, and be aligned with infrastructure
capacity, environmental constraints, and disaster risk considerations

SPATIAL DIRECTIVHS: Mkhambathini IDP implies @evelopment
trajectory anchored on the N3 corridor, where economic growth,
infrastructure investment, and langse decisions are spatially targeted to
support industry, agriculture, and tourism. Development is required to be
infrastructureled and phasedwith growth directed to areas that can be
serviced sustainably, while rural and traditional authority areas are
integrated into the local economy through improved access, services, and |
valuechain participation. The IDP further implies the protectionigh-h
potential agricultural land, the promotion of agwoocessing and tourism
linked to existing assets, and strict alignment of all municipal planning and
investment with higheprder government priorities.

S e e o et Sty a——

2.5.3. MKHAMBATHINI LOCAUUNICIPALITY INTEGRBT

WASTE MANAGEMENT RL2022- 2027

' b AR The MLM  IWMP  outlines a
comprehensive strategy to manage waste
sustainably, aligning with NEM: WA. The
plan aims to extend waste collection
services to underserved areas, establish
recycling programs, and improve waste
Z = disposal infrastructure while addiging
SPATIAL DIRECTIVIE®:MLM HSPimplies that housing demand in the - : ' illegal dumping and protecting sensitive
municipality is predominantly rural and tenwgven, requiring ecosystems such as wetlands, rivers, and vegetation. It promotes waste
incremental and ruraappropriatehousing solutions rather than largeale minimization through reduction, reuse, and recycling, with a focus on
urban expansion. Housing development should be consolidated within the ¢'€ating jobs and fostering partnerships with private entities and
established settlement hierarchy, with Camperdown as the primary node, SMmmunity cooperatives.

2.5.2. MKHAMBATHINI LOCAWUNICIPALITY DRAFTUSING
SEETOR PLAN, 2024/25

TheMLM HSProvides a strategic framework for addressing housing needs

and guiding the development of sustainable human settlements, in line with

the National Housing Act (Act 107 of 1998). It directs the municipality

beyond basic shelt provision toward integrated, efficient, and sustainable

settlement and spatial systems.
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SPATIAL DIRECTIVEfatial development ifMkhambathini must be SPATIAL DIRECTIVHS®: Disaster Management Sector Plan identifies
consolidated within serviceable settlement clusters to enable effective Mkhambathini as highly exposed to flooding, severe storms, lightning, veld
waste collection and reduce illegal dumping. Landgt be reserved for fires, and increasing drought, particularly in rural and tratidi@uthority

waste transfer stations, recycling facilities, and composting sites in priority areas. Development must avoid flepbne river valleys, wetlands, and
areas such as Magonggo, Ophokweni, Eston and Nkanyezini, whileenvironmentally sensitive areas, while prioritising consolidation within
development must be phased in line with limited landfill capacity and waste existing settlement clusters to improve access and emergency response.

diversion objectives All landuse decisionsmust integrate waste Spatial planning should edrate firerisk buffers, fueload management,
management requirements and avoid environmentally sensitive areas protection of critical access routes, and clim@dsilient landuse measures
where waste impacts pose risks to water quality and public health that limit waterintensive development in higiisk areas.

2.5.4. MKHAMBATHINI LOCAL UNICIPALITY DISASTER
MANAGEMENT SECTPIRAN, 20226

In terms of Section 53 of the Disaster

Management Act (Act 57 of 2002), théLM

Disaster Management Sector Plaaims to

ISASTER MANAGEMENT SECTOR PLAN

Mrnambathini Local Municipaiity

SO prevent, mitigate, and reduce disaster risks, while
P ST U A . .. .
—_———— ensuring municipal preparedness for effective

response and rapid recovery to minimiseslaf
life and poperty damage at a local level
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3. SOCICECONOMIC ASSESSMENT

The demographlcs reflected in thIS.SeCtIOI’l are based on. a. statistical analysis POPULATION DISTRIBUTION
of the project area and surrounding corte These statistics are based

primarily on the following data: Mkhambathini Local Municipality |l
1. Census 1996, 2001, and 2011 The Msunduzi Local Municipalit_
2. Community surveys 2007 and 2016 Impendle Local Municipalityli
3. Census 202Phase 1 Release Mpofana Local Municipality i [ 33 382

StatSA Census 2022 (Phase 2) data, as the most recent mdaeiapal uMngent Local Munidpa”ty-

dataset available, is used where applicable, supplemented by selected ~ U“MshwathiLocal Municipality Bl [ 118 47
indicators from Census 2011 and the 2016 Community Survey where more Richmond Local Municipalitylll [ 62 754

recent data is not yet availabl Umgungundiovu 1235 715

3.1. POPULATION DISTRIEAN Graphl: Population distribution, Census 2022

Graph 1 illustrates the population distribution of Mkhambathini
Municipality relative to other municipalities within the uMgungundlovu
District. Mkhambathini is the third smallest municipality, with putetion

of 6660, represating approxinately 5% of the district total

3.2. POPULATION GROWTHENRS AND PROJECTIONS

POPULATION GROWTH TRENDS

70000 roa5eg
- s . . C . L i 9 59069
I 002 NRAY 3 G2 { il i addacropuatdrEstmatesT NRegpoc 2= BEGL...C
Mkhambathini Local Municipality has an estimated population of 50000 "
approximately 73 800, reflecting a modest increase consistent witmgs 40000

term pattern of slow but steady growth. Population distribution remains 30000
uneven, with higher concentrations in Camperdown, the Ophokweni and 20000
Magonggo, and the urbanised N3 corridor, while rural and agricultural areas 10000
remain sparsely populated. 0 — -~ -— — 77

Graph2: Population growth trends, Census 2011 & 2022, CS 2007 & 2016

PREPARED BY: TPS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT‘ 52




DEVELOPMENT OF A SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORKHAMBAHHINIOCAL MUNICIPALITY
DRAFT SDF

Graph 2 depicts population trends in Mkhambathini between 2001 and population is projected to exceed 8R0 by 2030. These projections align
2022. The municipality experienced a sharp population decline between with national and provincial planninfrfameworks and inform the
2001 and 2007 (CAGR3.89%), followed by a substantial increase of Y dzy A OA LJ-teri plén@riy visiod.y 3

approximately 16,572 people between 2007 and 2@dhulation numbers
then declined again by abouD67 between 2011 and 2016. Despite these POPULATION GROWTH PROJECTS
fluctuations, Mkhambathini recorded net positive growth over theg@dr
period. According to the 2022 Statistics South Africa Census, the population
stood at 61660and is projected to increase to approximately 64,980 by
047, at an average annual growth rate of 0.21%. Graphs 3 and 4 present the
historical census data and corresponding population projections.

64980

POPULATION GROWTH TRENDS
70000

60000 © o 2022 2027 2032 2037 2042

000 WM [EESE

40000

Graph4: Population growth projections

30000 3.3. AGE STRUCTURE
20000

10000 BROAD AGE GROUPS

2001 2007 2011 2016 2022 0-14 (Children) _ 16 626
Graph3: Population growth trerg] Census 2011 & 2022, CS 2007 & 2016
Population growth in Mkhambathini has remained moderate over the past

I )
decade, Wltfj anva\{ervage annual gr'(,.)wth‘ ratev (Zf 1.1v /ov beMeen 2915 and 65 + (Retirement Age)!_, my— )
HAHP OFasSR 2y {0l U0AaduUYeardEstifndtedziTKis ! T NA OF Qa + p  aAR

growth isdriven by urbanisation along the N3 corridor, natural population
increase, and #migration to perurban areas. If current trends persist, the  Graphs: Broad age groups
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DN} LK p akKz2ga GKFG Y2ail faiswitha th&l Y
workingage group (1664 years), while the elderly population is relatively
small. At the same time, the municipality has a substantial youth cohort,
with approximately 26.96% of residents agetldyears, resulting in a high
dependency rio. This demographic structure places pressure on the
workingage  population, potentially constraining labeooarket
performance, productivity, and economic growth, while limiting the

Ydzy AOA LI f AdeQa OF LI OAGe (2 3ISyeSNI qnszoz% %T;hgr)r\]bgtﬁirﬁ Pécuorde%g

The large child population (16,626) increases demand for early childhood
development, schooling, and yodibcused services, whereas the smaller
retirementage population (3,768) suggests lower immediate pressure on
agedcare facilities.

AGE STRUCTURE
"]
80-84 =]
]
70-74 (=[]
| — |
60-64 [ ]
[ | — |
50-54 ]
e | I |
40-44 [ |
| |
30-34 ] ——
| — |
20-24 [ [ |
[ R ——
10-14 e —— | |
e | |
0-4 e | I |
4000 3000 2000 1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000

H Female ®Male

Graph6: Age structure Census 2022
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3.4. DEPENDENCY RATIO

Tablel: Dependency Ratio, 202626, Quantec 2020

MUNICIPALITY 2016 2020 2026
Mkhambathini 59.7 60.9 61.0
Umgungundiovu 51.6 52.0 52.5

to approximately 61 dependents per 100 workagg residents, and this is
projected to increase marginally to 61.01% by 2026. This ratio is higher than
that of theUMDM, indicating compatively greater demographic pressure.

A high dependency ratio places strain on public services, particularly
healthcare, education, and childcarén response, the municipality may
need to strengthen revenue sustainability through employmeatvti,
econanic diversificatiorand the attraction of new investment.

3.5. POPULATION GROUPS

Table2: Population GroupsCensus 2022

POPULATION GROL NO. OF PEOPLE %
Black African 59 009 95.70
Coloured 196 0.32
Indian or Asian 580 0.94

White 1793 2.91
Other 66 0.11

Unspecified 16 0.03
TOTAL 61 660 100
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As evident from the table above, the predominant population group is Black headed. This female domination in the municipality is contributed by
African with 99.71%, followed by Whites, Indians and then Colours. Majority amongst others male migrating to the big cities in search of greener
of the black community are located in theral/tribal areas, whereas the pastures or good living conditions thereby livingitlspousesshousehold

rest of the groups are located in urban areas such as Camperdown. heads

Historically the black community has been subjected to apartheid policies

of discrimination where the poor were pushed dislocated rural area. As 3.7. MIGRATION TRENDS

such, majoty of the black community have experienced poverty, lack of

- . i _ Migration is the movement of people from one permanent home to
employment opportunities, lack of infrastructure and basic services.

another. Between the years of 2011 and 2016, there has been a fluctuating
number of people moving into the Mkhambathini boundaries. This is seen
with 3 peopé having moved tthe municipalityn 2011. This then increased
to 53 people in 2012. The following year experienced a slight increase in
GENDER COHORT people moving into the Mkhambathini. The highestmigration the

M municipality has experienced is 182 people in thar @©14. This number
however decreased in 2016 with only 94 people having moved in.

3.6. GENDER COHORT

YEAR MOVED TO CURRENT PLACE

105
wMale wFemale 3 ﬂ

Graph?: Gender Cohoit Census 2022 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

L. . . L. Graph8: Year moved to current place, CS 2016
The municipal are is largely dominated by femalesstituting 52.60% of

the total population, while males 47.40%. This is assumed to be related to The growing number of migrantsiény of whom are lookinfpr work or
males who migrate to seek employment opportunities outside the access to educationplaces inceased pressure on housing demand,
municipal boundaries, which, in assumption based on 2022 StatsSA dataespecially in areas around Camperdown, Eston, and nodes with
has translated to majdy of households in the municipal area being female employment potential. This demand is compounded by existing housing
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backlogs, limited availability of bulk infrastructure (especially water and & K LJAY 3 YA INF GA2Yy LI GOSNYyaAad ¢KS YdzyA(
sanitation), anatonstrained institutional capacity within the municipalityto N3 corridor, togther with growth in agriculture, emerging manufacturing,
plan, coordinate, and deliver adequate human settlements. The increase in logistics, and tourism, enhances its attractiveness to job seekers. Migration
population has also contributed to settlement sprawl, particularly in rural is therefore a key variable informing population projections. In this context,
and traditional authority areas, often wiht proper layout planning or Graph 9 examines provinoébirth patterrs, showig that of the
access to services. Y dzy' A O A LJB6D vesidets 5229 were born in other provinces, while
440 were born outside South Africa.
MAIN REASON FOR MOVING TO THE CURRENT PLACE

PROVINCE OF BIRTH
Other ﬁ.

Start a business

Outside south africa [ | 440
Retirement

. . 2 Limpopo | | 20
t2¢AGAOFE Ayl oAt AGEKkNBEATA 2 dza X — | 20)
hiKSN) odaAySaa NimmmmElo Se30SELN yarzy AU g

New dwelling for household EEEE— 1 0] Gauteng |

az2@Ay3a (2 (A0S ElNEEEEENEZo S Of 2aSNJ i Northwest—
a2gAy3 |a | KEESEE GAGK X Kwazulu-natal 55 229
Look for paid work I (0] Free state N
w2 o {NIyaTSNkimmmsemaily Ss 220X Northern cape _
Job loss/retrenchment/contract ended
. . Eastern cape 1051
High levels of crime
Health(e.g poor/ill health) Western cape I
For better municipal services 1 10 100 1 000 10 000 100 000
9RAZOI G A2y 6 S P30 K 2 2 ¢ Ay 3T
Divorce/Separation [ Graphl0: Province of birth, CS 2016

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160
3.8. EMPLOYMENT STATUS

Graph9: Main reason for moving to the current place, CS 2016 . L :
Graph 10 beloweflects that while a significant number of persons ia th

In-migration to Mkhambathini is predominantly employmenien. A total municipality are employed, a vast majority are not economically active.
of 143 migrants relocated in search of paiwtk, while a further 57 moved Unemployment is still rife in the region. This is reflected in the significant
due to job transfers and 51 because a household member secured proportion of persons in the local municipalivho are wither unemployed,
employment, underscoring the central role of economic opportunity in or fall under the category of discouraged work seekers.
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R 1 and R 400 per month, and 3.8% earn between R 401 and R 800 per
month. These loweincome segments may face challenges in meeting basic
needs such as food, shelter, and healthcare, @tidig potential poverty

other not econonicaly actve - - i
U 18546 and socieeconomic vulnerability.

Discourage work-seeker- 3171

OFFICIAL EMPLOYMENT STATUS

INDIVIDUAL MONTHLY INCOME (%)

unemployed [N 4913 NOT APPLICABL
UNSPECIFIE

R 102 401- R 204800
0 5000 10000 15000 20000 R 51 201- R 102400

R 25 601- R 51200

Graph1l: Official employment statusCensus 2011
R 12 801- R 25600

Mkhambathini is characterized by the th#eeng challenge of poverty, R 6 401-R 12800
inequality and unempigment, which is reflected in the relatively high RS 201- R 6400
number of persons living in the Municipality who are not economically
active. As a result, the Municipality has a higher rate of persons that are

R 1601-R 3200 &% 4,2

R 801- R 1600 ursmmmmmmmss 18,0
R 401- R 800 % 38
highly dependent on Government Social Grants. R 1- R 400 iy 235
NO INC OM E e rannainants 39,9

3.9. INDIVIDUAMONTHLY INCOME BRETS 0.0 50 10,0 150 200 25.0 30.0 35.0 40,0 45,0

The income distributiom the municipalityndicates significant inequality Graph12 Individual Monthly Income (%), Census 2011

A considerable portion of the population (39.9%) reports having no monthly

income, highlighting a segment of the community that may be unemployed 3.10. EDUCATION AND SKICICBMPETITIVENESS
or reliant on social assistance. On the other hand, a small percentage of

individuals (0.5%) report earning R 25 601 or more per month, reflectinga 3 19 1. sk|LL LEVELS

stark contrast in income levels.

Skilllevels within the mnicipal area are depicted in the talidelow. Skill
Despite the presence of middilecome earners, a significant proportion of  levels can be used as an indicator for the level of education within an area
individuals earn relatively low incomes. For instance, 23.5% earn between or region
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Table3: Skills levels MSEP 2021

MEAN YEARS OF SCHOOLING

MKHAMBATHINI 12,815
MUNICIPALITY NO. OF WORKERS 2( NO. OF WORKERS 2# .

Low Skills 5472 5537 12,805
SemiSkilled 4676 4777 12,8
Skilled 1169 1231 12795
12,79

TOTAL 11 317 11 545 ’
| .
- L . 12,78
In 2019, the Mkhambathini Municipality had 5 537 -kkilled workers, 4 2016 2018 2019

777 semiskilled workers, and 1 231 skilled workers. Overall, between 2016
and 2019 the number of jobs in aefitegories increasedhe dominance of
a lowskilled (47.96%) and seskilled (41.38%) workforce in
Mkhambathini may limit the municipality's ability to diversify its economic 3.10.3.  EXPECTED YEARS GHO8LING
activities. Given the low rate (only 10.66%) of a skilled labor force, iecan b Expected years of schooling are based on the duration of schooling at each
difficult to explore alternative industries or develop vedgieled products level of education, and take into account the enrolment by age at all levels
related to a diversified range of sectors. of education and theumber of children of school age in the popwalator

each level of education.

Graphl13: Mean yars of schooling MSEP 2021

3.10.2. MEAN YEARS OF SCH@QGL
Mean years of schooling is the average number of completed years of
education of a population, and is widaked measure of an area or regions

Tabled: Expected years of schooling, 2@1MSEP 2021

ey e B MUNICIPALITY 2016 2018 2019
human capital. Since 2016 the mean years of schooling in the Mkhambathini Mkhambathini LM T T o
has increased from 6.63 years to 6y&airs in 2019. Compared to UMDM ambathini i ' :
Mkhambathini had a lower average years of schooling completed in 2019. | Umgungundiovu DM 12.75 12.75 12.75

Over the period 2016 to 2019 expected years of schooling in the
Mkhambathini  Municipality has increased. Compared to the
Umgungundlovu District, Mkhambathini had a higher expected years of
schooling in 2019.

Educdion is closely linked to economic development. An increase in the
rate of mean years of schooling in Mkhambathini indicates a more educated
population, which contribute to higher productivity, innovatip and
overall economic growth
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An increase in expected yearsohooling suggests that more individualsin '3 11. HEALTH INDICATORS
the municipality are receiving formal education and staying in school for

longer periods. This leads to an increase in human capital, as individuals
acquire knowledge, skills, and qualifications that can coméribu their 3.11.1. LIFE EXPECTANCY

personal development and the overall see@mnomic progress of the LIFE EXPECTANCY
municipality.
pality 60 59,9
3.10.4. ADULT LITERACY 59:5 59,0 -—
The functional adult literacy rate of the population is the percentage of 59 58,6
persons older than 20 with the highest level of education being Grautk 7 a 585
higher (those that have less than Grade 7 as the highest level of education -
are classified as illiterate). The literacy rate of the population influences the

employability of the local labour forde 2016, the Mkhambathini had an 7,5

adult literacy rate ©60.7 % which improved to 61.2 % in 2019. . Overall, the

adult literacy rate in the Mkhambathini Municipality increased over the Graphis: Life expectanoy MSEP 2021
period 2016 to 2019. This has resulted in an increase in the number of
skilled workers within the area from 1 169 in 2016 281 in 2019.

2016 2017 2018 2019

Life expectancy is the number of years a#@nn would live if prevailing
patterns of agespecific mortality rates at the time of birth were to stay the
alYS GKNRdzAK2dzi GKS OKAf RQa ftHeTS 05t

ADULT LITERACY RATE municipality has increasetbin 58.6 to 59.9 years between 2016 and 2019.
0 . . « =
oL -m Furthermore, the life expectancy in the Mkhambathini is less compared
61,20% SLIM e . .
61,10% ‘ with that of theUMDM.As the elderly population grows, there may be an
61,00% increaseddemand for healthcare servicés meet the needs of older
60,90% .
60,80% residents.
60,70%
o 3.11.2. HIVINDICATORS
00.40% The graph below are the HIV programmes outcomes for the Mkhambathini
2016 2017 2018 2019

Local Municipality between 2016 and 2019.
Graphl4: Adult Literacy Rate, 201@019¢ MSEP 2021
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In the MkhambathiniHIV prevalence increased from 52 975 to 72 897
between 2016 and 2019, while the number of cliestarting ART
decreased from 815 to 765 between 2016 and 2019. In 2016, 3.4#4 %
people receiving ART in UMDM resided in Mkhambafhims increased to
3.632 % in 2019.

HIV TREATMENT INDICATORS

80000
70000
60000
50000
40000
30000
20000
10000

-/
=8
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2019

Patients remaining on ARV

Patients starting ARV treatment

Graphl6: HIV Treatment IndicatogsNational Treasun2021

3.12. POVERTY INDICATORS

3.12.12. HOUSEHOLD INCOME

The table below depicts the average monthly income (in current prices) of
the households within the Mkhambathini as well as the average monthly
income iINUMDM and that of South Africa. The table further shows the
annual household income growth between 2016 and 26fbiseholds in

the Mkhambathini Municipality earned more than the district average. The

PREPARED BY: TPS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT‘

average disposable monthly household income increased lavenage
annual rate of 3% between 2016 and 2019.

Tableb: Average Household Incom&ISEP 2021

AVERAGE HOUSEHC(
MUNICIPALITY AVFE@SSEHggls;HC INCOME GROWTH
(20162019)
Mkhambathini R102 2.96%
Umgungundiovu R2983 1.94%
RSA R166 641 1.83%

The average monthly household¢ame growth in the Mkhambathinvas
higher than the average household growth in South Africa over the period
2016 to 2019The rise in the average household income indicates improved
economic conditions within the municipality. As household incomes
increase, so does the potential for higher tax revenues for the municipality.
This can provide additional funds for the Municipality to invest in public
services and infrasicture, such as schootsadsand healthcardacilities

3.12.2. GINI COEFFICIENT

The Gini coefficient is a measure of income inequality. The Gini coefficient
measures the deviation of the distribution of income among households
from a perfectly equal distribution. A value of 0 représatsolute equality
while a value of 1 represents absolute inequality.

In 2019, the Gini coefficient in the Mkhambathini was 0.549. This indicates
that income inequality is lower compared to that of tftéMDM
Furthermore, the Gini coefficient is increapover the reference period for

the Municipality, showing that income inequality is on the rise for the
period.

60
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GINI COEFFICIENT, 2@089
0,5495
0,549 0,549
0,5485

0,548 0,548

\ 4=

2018

_

¢ 0,547

0,5475
0,547

0,5465

2015 2016 2017 2019

Graph17: GINI Coefficient, 203819¢ MSEP 2021

The fluctuating but consistently high Gini coefficient in Mkhambathini
reflects ongoing income inequality, where a small portion of the population
holds most of the wealth while many continue to face poverty. For
residents, this means unequal accessstmal servicesand economic
opportunities, which affects their daily livesddressing these disparities
requires inclusive development approaches that expand affordable

the increase is incremental, it signals gradual improvements in human
development outcomes across theinicipality.

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX

0,615
0,61
0,605
0,6
0,595
0,59
0,585
0,58

Graph18 Human Development IndeXMSEP 2021

3.12.4. HUNGER (FOOD SECURIT

FOOD SECURITY

12,00% 10,57%

housing, improve public transport, and ensure equitable access to services 10,00%

across the muicipality.

3.12.3. HUMAN DEVELOPMENDBX

The Human Development Ind@*Dl)is a composite index which takes into
consideration three elements of human development, namely a long and
healthy life, access to knowledge and a decent standard of Batgeen
HaMmc YR HAMd@IHDIlards& fromndIS3i t B.§1A réflacting
modest but positive gains in health, education, and living standards. While
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Run out of money Running out of Skipped meal inSkipping meal for 5
to buy food in pasmoney to buy food past 12 months or more days in
12 months  for 5 or more days the past 30 days
in past 30 days

Graphl9: Food Security (HungeyCS, 2016

61




DEVELOPMENT OF A SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORKHAMBAHHINIOCAL MUNICIPALITY
DRAFT SDF

The graph above highlights concerning levels of food insecurity within UMDMoccured in Mkhambathini while 3.8 % of burglaries at a residential
Mkhambathini. Notably, 10.57% of households reported having run out of property in thetUMDMoccurred in the Mkhambathini Municipality.
money to buy food in the past 12 monthgn indicator of chronic

vulnerability. Furthermore, 6.24% faced similar financial shortages within INCIDENCE OF CRIME PER 100 00022098
just the past 30 days, suggesting recent gealirring hardship. Nearly 6%
of respondents admitted to having skipped a meal due to lack of food in the . 42 143
past year, while 2.66% reported skipping meals for five or more days in the 2018 379
. . . 171
last month.These figures point to underlying structural poverty and suggest =
that a significant portion of the population may lack consistent access to r—T
adequate nutrition. The implications are-feaching, particularly in rural 2019 103 283
households where subsistence farmingn@t always reliable due to 105
environmental and economic constraints. *
0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400
3.12.5. CRIME m Murder
Table6: Incidence of Crime (Numbei$APS, Quantec, 2020 Sexual offences
m Burglary at residential premises
2016 \ 2017 \ 2018 2019 \ ,
m Drug-related crime

Murder £k el 2 2l Driving under the influence of drugs and alcohol

Sexual Offences 0 2 1 1

Residential Burglary 437 395 379 333 Graph20; Incidence of crime per 100 000 peop®APS, Quantec 2020

DrugRelated Crime 326 317 171 105 S R e A e ] dani ] d

Driving Under the Influence of Drud 60 79 57 29 etween an -M am a. ini experienced an increase in mgr er-

and Alcohol rates per 100,000 residents, while reported sexual offences, residential

burglaries, and drucelated crimes declined. Notably, drgjated crime
Between 208 and 2019, in the Mkhambathitihe number of incidences of  decreased from 171 to 105 incidents per 100,000 over thisgheBipatially,
murders increased sexual offences decreased, burglaries at residentialcamperdown and Mid lllovo recorded relatively higher crime levels,
premises decreased, druglated crime decreased and driving under the  particularly for norresidential burglary, carjacking, malicious damage to
inﬂuence Of dI’UgS or aICOhOI decreased. In 2019, 98 % Of murders in the property’ aggravated robbery’ Sexual Offences’ and street robbery
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4. ECONOMIC PROFILE

4.1. ECONOMIC SIZE ANDO®R H Over the past decade, Mkhambathini recorded the fastest economic growth
rate among municipalities in thevigungundlovu District, yet remains the

14%
12%
10%

fifth-largest economy, reflecting its relatively small economic base. This
indicates strong growth potential but continued vulnerability to external
shocks. Spatial Economic Activity Data (SEAD, 2024) shows trahiecon

yFtdSyos

()
T
o
2] = 0 q . .
S " % activity is concentrated along the N3 corridor, particularly around
E ° 6 Camperdown and adjacent industrial areas, with registered enterprises
o 6% g dominated by agriculture, construction, and transpettated sectors. This
'E 4% g spatial concentration highlights thienportance of corridebased and
& 2% % locationsensitive economic planning.
0% T
1,78, <
3 2,1%
-4%
201420152016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 1206 13%
0
. 1,0%
mm GVA AAGR «eeeeeee Linear (GVA) 0.7% 0,8% 0.7% 5%
0
Graph21: Mkhambathini Economic Size and Growth (GVA at Constant 2015 PricegR@23.4
Source: Quantec Regional Standardidathset, 2025
¢KS aAT S FTYR LISNF2NXYIYyOS 2F alKlFYol Kguf)\ @a %x\OQ)fszYE\e R)\ “v@ éo(\
\© RN
household welbeing. Gross Value Added (GVA), which measures the Qoo N $5 \$ @Q \@Q“ S\«, 6@"’ \a\
N

&

incremental value created through production while avoiding double & @*

counting, provides a useful indicatcFo G KS Ydzy A OA LI t AGe0a 802y2YAO &Al 83

A X 4 A ~

a l] N‘HZG l] dZNB 2 I )/ R ANE 4 l] Ko a N‘B Tt SOu éral;:\x)mz éoMparatHe%o%poun% Nélag%‘lﬁm%il Re&orlal Eréwth RQteL (é\/%u&cxséntgo?s terrPs)_

constant 2015 prices) increased steadily from R2.2 billion in 2014 to R2.7 over 10 years, 20142023

billion in 2023. Although the economy experienced a downturn in 2019 and Source: Quantec Regioaandardised Dataset, 2025
an average contraction ofl.6% during the COVI® period, growth
resumed thereafter before declining again y7% between 2022 and

The following graph shows the relative economic contribution of each of

2023. the seven local municipalities in Umgungundlovu to the district economy.
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Mkhambathi_Richmond \, ., .. 4.2. ECONOMIC STRUCTURE
ni 3,6% 0
%

3,3%

Mpofana al KFYol (KAY isCcance@réxedyi & primary and tertiary
Fni¥ndle sectors, with agriculture as the dominant driver. Secondary activities,
0,7% including manufacturing and wholesale and retail trade, account for only

16.5% of the local economy. While the formal economic base remains
relatively small, SEAD (2024) shows it is strategically clustered along
provincial corridors and within key nodes such as Eston and Camperdown.
Commercial sugarcane farming and agrocessing underpin agricultural
dominance, although opportunities for digification are emergg in

Graph23: Relative economic contribution of Mkhambatttinthe regional economy (GVA at constant tourism and manufactu ring

2015 prices), 2023

The Mkhambathini local economy is the fifth largest econordMBMin

GVA terms. Mkhambathini contributes about 3.3% of the total district GVA , B 43.8%
Primary sector

as shown in the Figure below. This structure has remained relatively stable i 2,7%
over the past 10 years with an average percentage composition of about

L . . 16,5%
3.1% of the district economy akown in the figure below. Secondary sectorF 3
,0%0
3,4% 3,4% 39,7%
31% 3.1% 340, | | 3,1% N
N v

&>

| % Share m CAGR

Graph25: Sectoral Structure of the Mkhambathini Economy in GVA terms at constant 2015 prices, 2023
Source: Quantec Regional Standardised Dataset, 2025

\)

< : .
PSP S P G R 2R AP RS 4‘3&6 The primary sector hagcorded the strongest growth, outperforming the
¥ overall economic compound growth rate of 2.1%. At the same time, the
Graph24: Average relative contribution of Mkhambathini to District GVA (Constant 2015 Prices), 2014 €CONOMYy IS showing signs of gradual structural diversification toward
2023 serviceoriented activities, with the tertiary sector emerging asl@se

Source: Quantec Regional Standardised Dataset, 2025
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second in size to the primary sector. Growth in servfjpestcularly e (which is in part representative of the tourism industry) and the Finance and
commerce, technology, finance, and business sejvisegxpected to business services which make up about 7.6% and 6.8% of economic activity
continue, supported by broader shifts toward a knowledged service in Mkhambathini respectively.

based regional and national economy.

) ) , 4.3, ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE -
¢CKS F2ft2gAy3 FTAIdNNE 2dzif AySa UKS aunwuumno zT a|(Rrrurunayasvwa 502y 2Ye
indicating the largest industries based on respective contribution per 'N€ following graph shows the relative performancedAGR of the

industry to total GVA. individual industries in the Mkhambathini Municipality.
Agriculture, forestry and fishing I 43,3% Agriculture, forestry and fishing 2, 7%
Mining and quarrying  0,1% Mining and quarryiRg,8%
Manufacturin I 2,3%
Manufacturing I 12,2% . 9 2
N Electricity, gas and water -0,3% H
Electricity, gas and waterlll 2,5% Construction 13.7% E—
Construction W 1,8% 2K2fSarfS FYyR NBGFAE GNFXRSZ Ol DFRAY 3
2K2f S&FtS yR NBG Il 76% RS OF GSNAy3 Transport, storage and communication i 0,3%
Transport, storage and communicatiofilili 5,6% CAYLYOS> AyddNlyOs3 NbEL  >ammml 20% y
A . N X eSO General government — 2.6%
CAYlIYyOSEZ AyadzNl /e B8mslt SaulusS |y . . .
Community, social and personal services I 3,0%
General government [l 4,6%
Community, social and personal servicdSH 15,0% Graph27: Performance of Mkhambathini Economy by Industry in GVA terms at constant 2015 Prices, 2014

-2023

Source: Quantec Regional Standardised Dataset, 2025

Regarding the individual growth per industry in 2023, the Community, social
and personal services is the fastest growing industry in GVA terms from
The Agriculture industry dominates the Mkhambathini local economy >014¢ 2023 with a CAGR of 3%. Agriculture also had significant growth rates
making up 43.8% of all economic activities in the Municipality. The second or the same period with a CAGIR.7%. On the other hand, Mining which

largest industry is Community, social edsonal services making up about g yirtually norexistent in the Municipality, continues to shrink and suffered

15% of the Municipal GVA, followed by Manufacturing as the third largest 1o highest contraction over the same peric8.§%). The Construction
at 12.2% of total GVA. Other significant industries fall within the service

industries namely Wholesale and retail trade, catering and accommodation

Graph26: Structure of Mkhambathini Economy in GVA terms at Qur2®45 Prices, 2023
Source: Quantec Regional Standardised Dataset, 2025

industry also had a negative CAGR3 ™6 over the same periaadicating
that the industry requires significant investment support to stabilise.
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4.4. SECTORAL ECONOMIQIAREIS dense agrindustrial ecosystem, supported by organised business
structures aligned to KwaNalu, strengthens sectoral synergies and

comparative advantage. Agricultural production is spatially anchored
around commercial sugarcanestates, particularly near Eston and
Camperdown, while poultry production is supported by major operators
such as National Chicks and Astral, alongside cooperatives and emerging
the third-largest agricultural contributor within uMgungundlovu. The sector farmers. Although poultry site closures in 2017 resulted in significant job

has shown stable growth over the past decade, supports manufacturing, |osses, the sector has since shown signs of recovery driven by renewed local |
6K2ESaFESS FyR NBGFAL OF€dS  OKE AMAZ anh iRrgind drodulelcS YOV A OXLI € AG&Qa | NB

employer, accounting foabout 47.5% of formal employment. Amid
declining labour absorption in other sectors and rising reliance on social The agricultural landscape remains deeply unequal, reflecting apaetfzeid
grants, agriculture remains a critical staiilfj force in the local economy spatial and economic divides. Wedlpitalised commercial agriculture
dominates Wards 3 and 4, while subsistence farming prevails in Wards 1, 2,
5, 6, and 7. Central and southern areas are largely characterised by Class IV
and VI land suited to grazing, forestry, and limited cultivation, whereas the
northern parts contain @ss Il land with high agricultural potential for
intensive cultivation. Despite this potential, commercial agricultural activity
remains spatially concentrated, excluding most rural households in
Traditional Authority areas. While opportunities exist fartgoower
schemes and partnershipparticdarly within poultry productionthe
subsistence agricultural sector remains largely absent from formal
-10% municipal strategies, limiting its visibility and support despite its critical role
in sustaining livelihoods Ingonyama Trust land.

4.4.1. AGRICULTURE

Agriculture is the dominant sector in Mkhambathini, contributing 43.8% of
local GVA and approximately 15.6% of district agricul@ival, making it

R1 400 50%

R1 000

40%

30%
R800

R600
R400
R200

R-

20%

R Millions

10%

0%

Average Annual Growth Rate

201420152016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
mmm GVA in R Millions e====04 Share of total GVA === AAGR
Challenges facing the Agriculture sector include: Limited financial and
Graph28: Performance of AgriculturSlector in Mkhambathini in GVA Terms at Constant 2015 Prices, market support for smaicale and emerging farmers; Limited critical skills
AU ora 1) amongst farmers thus a need for skills development and capacity building
alKFIYolFdKAYAQa | 3NKOdz G dzNJT f & S O 2stydpork &ists;RLbVD ScbeEisSto dgrncuturalKinfraskuctare (yeSidrigafioN] S R =
encompassing sugarcane, forestry, vegetables, maize, beef, pig farming,systems, fencing, sustainable water and electricity supply, good road
and one of the highest concentrations of fiou production globally. A infrastructure) Highly erodible land soils within the catchment areas
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aggravated by overgrazingoor communication andetworking between

key institutional role players in agriculture; Rise in informal residential
settlement in rural farming areaS|ow pace in resolution of land claims and
subsequent lack of post settlement suppdslpw pace in regenerating
vacant farms and Environmental issues i.e. droughts which ultimately
impact on overall production.

4.4.2. MANUFACTURING

Manufacturing isthe third | NBSad O2y G NRAO6dzi2NJ (2
and the fourthlargest employer, although its relative share has declined
over recent decades. As a secondary sector, it remains critical for job
creation and for supporting value chains linked to other local industries.
Mkhambathini has become increasingly attractive to industrial investors
due to comparatively lower electricity arahtl costs than eThekwini and

Msunduzi, as well as its strategic location along the N3 corridor with direct

access to Durban and export markets.

R350 15%
R300
R250
R200

R-

R150
R50
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

10%

5%

0%

R Millions

-5%

Average Annual Growth Rate

10%

mEmm GVA in R Millions e====04 Share of total GVA e AAGR

Graph29: Performance of the Manufacturing Sector in Mkhambathini in GVA ter@snstant 2015
Prices, 2014 2023

PREPARED BY: TPS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT‘

The graphbelow shows that manufacturing in Mkhambathini is highly
concentrated in agrgprocessing, with the food, beverages, and tobacco
subsector accounting for 58.8% of total manufacturing GVA. This reflects
the dominare of sugarcanend poultryrelated industries within the local
economy. Other notable contributors include metals, metal products,
machinery, and equipment (16.1%) and wood, paper, publishing, and
printing (6.3%), indicating a degree of diversificatioked to agricultural
machinery, packaging, and valktain support. Smaller subsectossich as
p§trolf<ulmychelm|cailg Aru Rer and pé’:l%l%S SEwtransport equipment

play a secondary role but reflect integration into logistics,
automotive suppl chains, and expedriented networks supported by
LINBEAYAGE 02 5dzNb I yQa LJ2 NJi YR
manufacturing remains agiarocessinged, with growth prospects closely
tied to agriculture, logisticsnd transportrelated industries

Food, beverages and tobacc G NRNRNENENENEGEGEGEGEGEEEEEEE 58.5%

Textiles, clothing and leather good$ 0,9%

Wood and paper; publishing and printin
t SGNRE SdzyY LINE RdzO{

6,3%

560K SYA Ol f ax NHz0 0 ¢
Other non-metal mineral productsjiii{ 4,5%

aSidilftasz YSGlFf LINR aB A% | OKAYSNE |y

Electrical machinery and apparatus 0,2%

¢+ AyalaNfaoByidazr ¢l G§OKSa

wlk RA2SZ Lyl

Transport equipment 3,9%

Furniture; other manufacturing 3, 7%

Graph30: Relative Contribution of Manufacturing Subsectors to Total Manufacturing in GVA terms at
Constant 2015 Prices, 2023
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Manufacturing activity in Mkhambathini is primarily concentrated around R160 10%
Umlaas Road and the Eston Suddk, reflecting the strategic influence of R155
the N3 corridor and the proximity of these nodes to regional markets. The R150 I 5%
CamperdowngUmlaas Road area is currently dominated by dry industries R 145 l 0%
due to limited sewer infrastructure, which constrains the rangedafstrial :

R140 ' 5%
job creation and local economic growth. R130 N I

R125

Key constraints affecting the manufacturing sector inclimiésld technical 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
support for smalkcale manufacturers, infficient zoned industrial land
(particularly in rural areasestricted access to finance, low awareness of
industry support programmes, weak investment facilitation, limited Graph31 Performance of the transport sector in Mkhambathini in GVA terms at constant 2015 prices,
innovation and techrlogy uptake, and poorly managed industrial areas. angens : :

o ; . Source: Quantec Regional Standardised Dataset, 2025
These challenges highlight the need for a focused industrial development
approach to convert existing locational and cost advantages into sustained
competitiveness, expand manufacturing capacity, unlock imelwstrial

R Millions

activities that can be accommodated. Despite this, industrial presence in

and around Camperdown continues to expand, presenting opportunities for R135 0%
- 0

Average Annual Growth Rate

-15%

mmm GVA in R Millions e===9% Share of total GVA AAGR

alKFIYolFldKAYAQa GNIyaLRNI asSoidaN Dzx!

o ) g T notable surge in 2017 followed by a decline, but has since stabilised,
opportunities, and strengthen linkages with logistics and transport sectors. AYRAOFGAYT 5880G2NIf NBAATASYOS FyR &

While current economic strategies provide limited guidance on industrial proximity to major logistics infrastructurdincluding King Shaka

recovery, existing infrastructure, market demand, and corridor accessibility InternationalAirport and the Port aburban)positions it well for growth in

indicate scope forenewed manufacting growth and diversification L . . . .
logistics and transport, particularly in support of its ggacessing and

manufacturing base. This potential is spatially concentrated along the N3
4.4.3. TRANSPORT, STORAGE SOMMUNICATION corridor, especially between Camperdown and the Umlaas Road

The graph below illustrates the GVA in R millions for Mkhambathini, along interchange, where logistigglated activities are expanding. Recent

with the percentage share of total GVA and the AAGR over the period from investments, such as the 270,000 m2 Grindrod Autoport Camperdown

2014 to 2023. FILOAfAGE O2YLX SGSR AY HAumMXE dzy RSNBR O?2
logistics, storage, and distribution.
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Despitethese advantages, the sector faces persistent constraints, including 4 4 5. TOURISM
transport infrastructure backlogs, inadequate maintenance and upgrades,
limited community access roads and public transport in some areas, and
high infrastructure maintenance costs.

Tourism is a strategic economic sector with strong multiplier effects across
retail, finance, and employment, particularly in rural areas. Mkhambathini
holds a comparative advantage due to its proximityDwrban and
Pietermaritzburg, combined with distinctive natural, landscape, and cultural

4.4.4. WHOLESALE AND RETAEDE assets. Tourism resources are widely distributed across the municipality and

The wholesale and retail trade sector is a significant employer in include game and nature reserves, watased attractions, and heritage
Mkhambathini, accounting for approximately 12% of total employment, and sites such as Talélley Game Ranch, Nagle Dam, Msinsi Resort, and Table

is the fourthlargest contributor to local GVA. The sector recorded steady Mountain. Approximately 60% of the municipal area comprises natural

growth between2010 and 2019 but experienced a sharp contraction from forest, shrub, and bushland, supporting adventure andteadsm, while

2020 due to the impacts of COVID lockdown restrictions. Spatially, (G KS Ydzy A OA LI} f A& Q& @I NARSR r@érhaded NI LK &
wholesale and retail activity is concentrated in Camperdown, Eston, Mid tourism potential. Scenic motor routes, agoarrism initiatives, and cultural

lllovo, and Magongo (Ward 1) within Traditional Authorigaa, while the activities (including African heritage experientainforce this base.
catering and accommodation ssgbctor consists mainly of beohd Despite these strengths, heritage and cultural tourism remain
breakfast establishments Idea on privately owned farmland underdeveloped, indicating a nebéor targeted identification and activation

of heritage assets to maximise local economic bendtits.main features

R215 15% ¢ of the existing tourism sector are listed below. These are generally found
R210 10% = closer proximity to the N3 route.
R205 =

92 R200 5% 8 Ecotourism in Mkhambathiris anchored by privately owned game ranches

£ R195 0% S and conservancies offering upmarket accommodation, wildlife experiences,

i R190 S0 % and naturebased recreation. Key assets include Tala Valley Game Ranch,
R185 =) Mpushini Conservancy, Table Mountain, Umgeni Valley, Nagle Dam, and
R180 -10% g associated lodges and reserves. A proposed game reserve between the N3
R175 -15%<E and Cato Ridge could further strengthen this offering, although

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 implementation progress remains unclear_

m GVA in R Millions e====04 Share of total GVA e AAGR . . . .
Agrotourism is organised around scenic autoroutes such as the Sakabula

Graph32 Performance of the Wholesale and Retail Trade Sector in Mkhambathini ier@¥Att Circuit which links Mkhambathini with surrounding areas including
constant 2015 prices, 2012023
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Thornville, Baynesfield, Richmond, and Byrne Valley. This tourism stream
integrates farrrbased activities, local produce, and rural events such as the
Eston Show, reinforcing linkages betweencadftire and tourism.

Adventure tourism is well established and diverse, encompassingadff
motor and car racing, canoeing on Nagle Dam, mountain biking, hiking,
water-skiing, skydiving, microlighting, and 4ait ballooning. These
activities are suppoed by natural assets, varied topography, and
established venues such as game reserves anebdagl recreation areas.

Event tourism further strengthens the municipal tourism profile through
nationally significant events, including the Comrades Marathan damnoe
Marathon, Amashova Cycling Race, and recurring outdoor and motorsport
events centred on Nagle Dam and surrounding rural landscapes.
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The figure below depict®urist arrivals trends in Mkhambathini between
2019 and 2023.

23618
25 000 —— 40%
£ 20000 17719 19 018 30% g
2 000 15216 14 689 200% K
= 15 o
;, 10% %
2 10 000 o
3 0w O
F 5000 10% g
C
0 20% <
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

mmmm Tourist Arrivals in Mkhambathini === Annual Growth Rate

Graph33: Tourist Arrivals and Growth in Mkhambathini, 202923
Source: TKZN, 2024

As per the figure above, tourist arrivals in Mkhambathini have displayed
varioustrends in the last five years. Arrivals stood at 17 719 in 2019,
dropping by 14.1% in 2020, likely due to global travel restrictions and the
impact of the COVHDO pandemic on tourism. However, there was a major
rebound in 2022 with a 29.5% increase inivafs indicating a strong
recovery pospandemic and potentially improved marketing efforts for the
Municipality.

The graph below depicts the tourism trends in Mkhambathini from 2019 to
2023, showing fluctuations in the composition of international and
domestic tourists.
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Graph34: Tourist arrivals by source markets, 2Q2923
Source: TKZN, 2024

As per the figure above domestic tourism remains dominant in
Mkhambathini with a smaller share of international visitors coming to the
Municipality. Therefore, this signifies the need to diversify marketing efforts
to attract more international tourists, leveraging on the tourism potential
of the area. This could involve targeted campaigns highlighting unique
attractions and experiences appeal to global travellers. Simultaneously,
maintaining and enhancing offerings for domestic tourists remains crucial,
possibly through tailored promotions and infrastructure improvements that
cater to local preferences and travel patterns.

The graph blew depicts the main purpose of visits for both domestic and
international visits into Mkhambathini.
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Leisure / Holiday s 41,9%
Business I 8,6%

Visits to friends and relative 63,1%

Other (Medical, Religious, etc) s 19,6%

Graph35: Purpose of visits for both domestic and international visits into Mkhambathini, 2023
Source: TKZN, 2024

A significanmajority, 63.1% of visits into Mkhambathini were for visiting
friends and relatives which is in line with the high volumes of domestic
travellers into the Municipality. Leisure and holiday purposes accounted for
the second highest purpose of visit accougfior 41.9% of visits, suggesting

a growing interest in leisure and recreational activities in the area. Other
purposes inclusive of medical and religious tourism accounted for about
19.6% of visits into the area indicating a potential area for growth and
highlights niche markets that could be further explored for tourism
development.

R300 000

100% o
0 E
S R200 000 50%
- :
0, =

= R100 000 0% S
R- -50% g

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 =

== Total Tourist Spending (R 1000, Current prieesy=Annual Growth Rate

Graph36: Mkhambathini Tourist Expenditure (R1000 current prices), 2023
Source: TKZN, 2024
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The tourist expenditure in Mkhambathini has shaarying trends over the

past five years, as illustrated in the Graph above Tourist expenditure has
rebounded in 2023 to over R2 million per annum. These fluctuations
suggest a recovery and growth trajectory in tourism spending within the
Municipality pospandemic, potentially indicating increased visitor
confidence and economic resilience. Investment in infrastructure, untapped
tourism markets and sustainable tourism practices could also help maintain
this positive momentum in tourist expenditure.

Challemges facing the Tourism sector include:

1 Inadequate promotion and support for tourism and ecotourism in
the rural areas and townships and lack of art and cultural support;

1 Limited funding and skills training and development;

T Limited access to proper markstlls for informal tourism traders;

1 Poor road infrastructure, inadequate infrastructure maintenance
and inconsistent service provision;

1 Access to funding for tourism development (maintenance,
infrastructure upgrades, and new facilities);

T Underexploitaton of key resources poor marketing of already

existing tourism resources (business, rail and event tourism within

the locality.
Although Mkhambathini has an extensive network of operators which
provide an institutional base within which tourism as a sector be
promoted and developed however there is no properly recognised tourism
body such as Msunduzi Tourism found in other areas. There is however a
Tourism Plan in place which is incorporated in the LED Strategy of
Mkhambathini Municipality. This plarghlights several advantages which
both existing and new entrants in the sector could take full advantage of.
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The municipality has a number of cultural, historical and natural assets, influence on progess. Waste management is an important element in the
which have begun to form the basis of and emerging tourism sector. It is concepts of both smart and green cities in order to solve problems such as
envisaged that the Mkhambathini SDF would need to consider the access toadapting to climatic change in terms of intelligent security systems and
and integration of these various tourism attractions in order to stimulate protecting and conserving the urban ecosystem. P@jgath as providing

the further development of this sector as well as an increase in potential support to informal recycling by assisting those that are participating with

local benefits form the industry PPE, trolleys and land, creating space for green economy through training
of young people on clean energy and its associated businesses and
4.46. GREEN ECONOMY establishing partnships with stakeholders that are in Research and

Development to unlock economic opportunities that are in the green could

The green economy is defined as an economy that results in improved
be part of the SDF process.

human welbeing and social equity, while significantly reducing

environmental risks and ecological scarcities. A green economy approachpkhambathini considers the green economy to be an important sector that
recognises that the environmentaystem has that the economic sub  could lead to new jobs and lo@donomic development. The Municipality
system should be embedded within, and shaped by, the environmental myst in this regard pursue funding opportunities from National and

assets and services available in a particular region. A shift to the greenprovincial Departments for the implementation of green economy
economy thus involves the restructuring of business, infrastructure, and jnitiatives.

institutions towards more sustainable (green) production, consumption and
distribution processes, creating new economic opportunities and green 4.4 7. INFORMAL ECONOMY
jobs.

Mkhambathini Municipality has informal traders that a@rading within
The green economy in Mkhamabthini has been identified by the IDP as aCamperdown Main Taxi Rank, Eston crossroad, Mid lllovo station and have
niche sector with tremendous opportunitiger growth for the local street traders that are trading illegally to undesignated spaces opposite the
economy. Preliminary investigations have begun into existing opportunities municipal building, outside Parak Supermarket, next to ANC offices, along
to invest in alternative energy generation. For example, electricty co R603 and at P338&ad towards Manderstone. Apart from the abeve
generation through Eston Sugar Mill. mentioned areas, trading also occurs at numerous wards next to the roads

S . i.e., ward 2 main road towards Nagle Dam.
The municipality also has abundant sugar amthér resources, all located

in rural areas, which via waste to energy programmes, could produce In South Africa, government recognises the importance of this segment of
energy for local consumption and create jobs. The smart city and green city business activity, s much so that a new Ministry of Small Business
concepts have much in common in terms of their origins and mutual Development was established in early 2014. The definition for SMMEs
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encompasses a very broad range of firms, some of which includes formall 4 5 EcCONOMIC DIVERSIHION
registered, informal and neYAT registered organisations. Smadlibesses
range from medium sized enterprises, such as established traditional family
businesses employing over a hundred people, to informal micro
enterprises.

The economic performance of a region can be measured by the level of
concentration for thegiven economy reflected in the Tress Index as

YSI adz2NBYSyi 27T I NBEIA2Y Q& SO02y2YAO
comparative advantage of the sectors is measured in terms of the Location
There are several small and medium scale emerging businesses, enterpriseguotient (LQ).

and cooperatives thare operating with Mkhambathini jurisdiction. These

play an important role in an economy and can be key drivers of economic 4 5 1 TRESS INDEX

growth, innovation and job creation in Mkhambathini. Informal micro
enterprises include survivalist sethployed persons from theoprest
layers of the population which can take the form of street trading
enterprises, backyard manufacturing and services, and occasional home
based evening jobs. In Mkhambathini, SMMEs participate in a diverse
number of services including constructiomtezing, block making, tire
changing, clothing and textile, wedding, furniture manufacturing, filming
production, Architects and small businesses involved in detergents
manufacturing.

The Tress Index measures the level of difieation within an economy by
ranking different sectors based on their contribution to GVA or
employment. It ranges from 0 to 100, where 0 represents a more diversified
economy with economic activity spread across a wider range of sectors, and
100 indicgées a high concentration of economic activity in a few dominant
sectors, potentially making the economy vulnerable to fluctuations in those
sectors. The graph below illustrates the economic concentration trends
within the Mkhambathini LM over a 10 year ipel

The municipality is supporting the SMME enterprises with working
equipment every year to develop their business and to assist them to create

more jobs opportunities within the area or communities. Further initiatives

and support can also be facilitated through the SDF by making provision for

additional spatial transformatiopportunities that diversify economic l l
opportunities away from main business centres to more rural and township

areas of the Municipality. 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Graph37: Mkhambathini LM tress index over 10 industries trends from 2014 to 2023
Source: Quantec Regional Standardised Dataset, 2025
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Between 2014 and 2016, the tress index declined from 55.4 to 53.4, f LQ=1{ dzZ33Sada (GKS AYyRdzZAINEBQ&a akKlINB

suggesting a slighttiversification of the economy. However, in 2017, the the larger area.

index spiked to 58.5 indicating a sudden increase in economic 1 LQ > lindicates that thendustry is more concentrated in the
concentration. After this peak, the index fluctuated, experiencing minor region, meaning it could be a key sector or competitive advantage.
declines in 2018 and 2019 before rising significantly again int@G07. 1 LQ < lindicates the industry is less concentrated, meaning the
The index remained high in 2021 and 2022, reaching 61.8, before dropping region is not specialized in that sector.

slightly to 60.5 in 2023. These trends suggest that Mkhambathini's For example, if an area has a high LQ ie@lture, it means farming is much

economy has generally become more concentrated over time, increasing its more important there compared to the country as a whole. If it has a low
vulnerability to external econamshocks. The diversification seenin certain - |Q in manufacturing, it means that industry is not a big part of the local

years (2015, 2016, 2018, and 2019) was shwet, with the overall trend economy.

showing increasing concentration of the economy in a few economic A ] A R o )
sectors. This indicates a potential need for the SDF to includepaiimed ¢KS ubofts oStzeg LINbasyua alKtherol uKAyY
at broadening the economic base to enhance resilience and reduce Umgungundiovu District, KwaZiNatal Province, and South Africa for

various industries in 2023. The LQ values indicate the relative concentration

of each industry in Mkhambathini compared to the broader regions.

dependency on a few dominant industries.

An analysis using the SEAD 2024 database reveald@ariovderate Tress
Index for Mkhambathini, indicating limited economic diversifioatithe
Ydzy AOA LI t AdleQa [20F0GA2Yy vd2GASyl
low in tertiary sectors. This points to a dependency on a few key industries,

Table7: Mkhamtathini's LQ relative to the Umgungundiovu DM, KZN Province and South Africa, 2023

204 S00 2

] !
INDUSTRY aYlla.!¢l LbLQ{

AYONBIFaAy3d GKS I NBFQa @dz ySNI oAf A 2 - . ( RNE dz3 K
price volatility icommodity markets. Mining and quarrying 0.30 0.07 0.01
Manufacturing 0.92 0.82 0.98
Electricity, gas and water 0.75 1.08 1.06
4.5.2. LOCATION QUOTIENT Construction 0.74 0.65 0.70
The location quotient (LQ) is a statistical measure used to determine how | Wholesale and retail trade, catering 0.74 0.60 0.60
concentrated a particular industry or sector is in a specific region compared 2iel8 GOMMOs Alion
) Transport, storage and
to a larger reference area (such as a province or country). jresierms, communication 0.75 0.54 0.62
LQ is a way of seeing if a region has a higher or lower share of a certain Finance, insurance, real estate and 0.36 0.33 0.26
industry compared to the national or provincial average. business services ' ' '
General government 0.51 0.58 0.52
77
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aYlla.!l¢lLbLQ{ [ production. Furthermore, infrastructure improvementscluding better
UMDM | KZN | SA roads, reliable electricity, and sufficient water suppye crucial for
Com_munity, social and personal 0.58 0.66 0.85 supporting industrial activitieand attracting investors. To enhance the
Services trade and service economy, the SDF should focus on developing commercial
hubs that support retail and business growth. Expanding transport and
The table reveals that Mkhambathini has a clear comparative advantage inlogistics infrastructure will improve accessibility and facilitate etrad
Agriculture, forestry, and fishing with an LQ of 4.70 relative to between Mkhambathini and other economic centers. Additionally, efforts
Umgungundlovu9.13 relative to KwaZulNatal, and 14.53 relative to should be made to increase access to financial services, such as banking
South Africa. This indicates that the local economy is highly specialized infacilities and digital finance solutions, which are currently underdeveloped
agriculture compared to the broader regions. Other key industries such as in the municipality. This will gport local businesses and encourage
mining, manufacturing, construction, and trade édvQ values below 1, entrepreneurship.
showing that Mkhambathini has limited specialization in these sectors.

INDUSTRY

Mkhambathini has potential for tourism and community service
The finance, insurance, real estate, and business services sector haglevelopment, particularly in egourism and heritage tourism. The SDF
particularly low LQ values (0.36, 0.33, and 0.26), indicatihng an 8 K2dzf R LINBY2(iS GKS | NBI Qa ytordamNl t | yR
underdeveloped financial sect in the municipality. Similarly, general  create employment in the hospitality sector. Furthermore, public sector
government services and community, social, and personal services alsoexpansion is necessary to improve government services and increase
have low LQs, reflecting limited public sector employment and social employment opportunities. Encouraging the establishment of government
services. Additionally, wholesale and retail trade, transport, and offices, service centers, and munidifecilities within Mkhambathini can
constriction have values below 1, suggesting that these sectors are enhance service delivery and create stable jobs. Additionally, puibte
underrepresented in the local economy. partnerships should be promoted to drive infrastructure development and

S N _ o improve social services. Strengthening the presence of public tiastitu
To promote economic diversification and resilience in Mkhambathini LM, |\« aiso contribute to a more balanced economic structure by reducing

the SDF should prioritize developing industrial and manufacturing capacity rgjiance on agriculture. Possible commercial hubs are aligned with the

in order o reduce economic dependency on the agricultural industry. gyisting established economic nodes and development corridors, with

Establishing industrial hubs or special economic zones can attract Camperdown serving as the primary comeigrhub. The intersection of
investment and stimulate local production. The municipality should also o N3 and R603 area would be a good logistics hub area. Refer to attached

provide incentives for smaltale manufacturing businesseespecially  4rea1 map below that indicates a good potential location to expand the
those linked to agriculture, such as food processing and machinery logistics base in Camperdown
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4.6. ECONOMIC VULNERABYLI resilence. These should include diversifying the local economy beyond

_ . . agriculture, promoting small and medium enterprises (SMES), enhancing
Economic Vulnerability Index (EVI) measures the resilience of an economyinrasirycture, and improving connectivity to economic hubs. Additionally,

and its ability to effectively absorb external economic shocks and hazards e SpFE must incorporate disaster risk redurctitrategies, and investment
on economic assetBotential economic shocks can be job losses, increased centives to attract businesses and create sustainable employment

poverty, and interruptions in business activities, protests and civil unrest, opportunities.
natural disasters and global recessions. It integrates various economic
indicators including the lack of diversity of aaloeconomy and a

L. {:’LGEKLERAB‘UW SOCIO-ECONOMIC ECONOMIC
dependency on declining sectors.

22nd out of 44

Province

() country  (§) Province wees [ aonsr

EVI is calculated as an index on a scale of between 1 and 10. The higher the
economic vulnerability (closer to 10) the more susceptible the municipality
is to external shocks.

The graph below illustrateshe economic vulnerability ranking of
Mkhambathini LM in relation to other local municipalities in KZN. As evident
in the graph below, Mkhambathini has an EVI of 4.7 which is moderately
high. The Municipality is at risk of susceptibility to external shatis is
most likely due to the concentration of the economy and an overreliance on Graph3& Mkhambathini Economic Vuinerability Index, 1996 and 2011
a few economic sectors namely Agriculture and Personal Services. Source: CSIR Greenbook, 2024

In relation to the other municipalities in the District, Mkhambathini ranks 4.7. INVESTMENT
fourth in terms of Economiaiherability and 22nd out of 44 municipalities

. . Investmentand business activity can be measured through the formation of
in the Province.

fixed capital. Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) refers to the process of
alKFIYoliKAYAQa SO2y2YAO @dz y SNI o A finkréadingkhe dtock ¢f fixed capital agBeid Ssich AsNIRilYings, angehinesy, m ¢
The declining economic vulnerability index score suggests that equipment, and infrastructure. It is aagroeconomic indicator that
Mkhambathini has made progress in stabilizing its emona@onditions. represents the total value of acquisitions of new or existing fixed assets by
Factors such as reliance on agriculture, limited industrial diversification, and the business sector, government, and households in an economy over a
vulnerability to external trade or climate risks may still pose challenges. The specific period, minus the value of disposals. It essentially measures the
SDF must therefore focus on strategies that further strengthen economic invesment in physical assets.
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This process contributes significantly to economic growth and development shows a 4.3% CAGR in GFCF, indicating that there continues to be a steady

by enhancing the capacity for future production and productivity. The

flow of investments aimed at improving agricultural practices, enhancing

allocation of GFCF across diverse sectors offers valuable insights intoproductivity, and supporting the growth of the agnmcessing industry.

investment patérns and economic priorities. It signifies the sectors'
preferences for capital investment, revealing where resources are directed
to foster future growth and sustainability. Moreover, changes in GFCF
distribution over time indicate evolving economic pties and strategies

for development.

The following graph presents the distribution of GFCF by industry in
Mkhambathini for 2023, along with the tgrear CAGR of GFCF for each
sector.

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 61,7%

Mining and quarrying 4o, mm
Manufacturing

M 4,3%
0,2%
. 9,8%
I 21%
M 4,9%

1 0,9%
-2,8% W

k2t Sarts FyR NBGFAt HEBRSE OFGSNAYS
Transport, storage and communication_, go, .- 7,1%
CAYLyOSI AyadNGyQ&:s™nS%

General government

Electricity, gas and water 4 go, g
Construction

SaGlds Ly

Community, social and personal services g 5qy, ;. 3,6%

m GFCF m CAGR of GFCF

Graph39: GFCF and the changes in GFCF distnibby industry in Mkhmbathini, 2023

The manufacturing seat receives 9.8% of GFCF, with a CAGR of 2.1%.
While manufacturing does not dominate the overall GFCF distribution, the
steady growth in this sector suggests that there is a strategic focus on
expanding this area, particularly in industries related taaluire, such as
food processing, poultry production, and other manufacturing activities
fAY1SR (2 FINXYAYId alKFIYolGKAYAQa
transport infrastructure like the N3, offers further opportunities for growth

in manufactumg, particularly in industries such as transport equipment or
agricultural machinery.

Q)¢

Investment in transport, storage, and communication accounts for 7.1% of

GKS DC/ CX gAGK | /!'Dw 2F nomx:>d DAGSY
near important transport ibs, this growth is significant. The investment in

f23Aa0A048 YR AYTFTNI A0 NHzOG dzNB g Af f
sector by ensuring the smooth movement of goods, including poultry,
sugar, and other agricultural products. These investmarg likely aimed

at strengthening the supply chain and ensuring that Mkhambathini
becomes a key player in the regional logistics network.

oS

Overall, the allocation of GFCF in Mkhambathini highlights the
Ydzy AOA LI t AléQa F20dza Pbase aritd N®ahdngK Sy A v :
manufacturing and logistics sectors. With agriculture, especially agro
processing, remaining central to the economy, the investment in these

The largest portion of GFCF, accounting for 61.7%, is directed towards theareas suggests a strategy aimed at boosting production, modernising

I INA Odzf G dzNBEZ F2NBadNEX
economic structure, where agriculture plays a dominant. role sector
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infrastructure development, particularly in logistics, also signals the
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Ydzy AOA LI f AlleQa NBFRAySaa (G2 OF LA G loffinvest®eng its pradidivitysisinbitiasi HgH ih Gompadson tal thedeyel af 2
agricultural industries and further stimulate economic. capital directed towards it. This suggests that while the agricultural sector

_ o o ~is crucial for economic growth in Mkhambathini, there may be a need to
GFE& and GVA are important economic indicators that provide insights into improve the efficiency of capital usage within this sector. It could be that

the investment and productivity aspects of an economy. The relationship despite large investments, the returns in terms of value added to the
between GFCF and GVA is crucial for understanding the efficiency and

productivity of an economy.

economy are relatively lower, possibly due to factors such as lower
productivity in some agricultural practicestbe need for more advanced

The following gaph shows compares the distribution of GFCF and GVA by {echnologies and better practices in agro processing.

|ndu§try 'r] Mkhambathlnl ey A0z, GuEiing VEvElE '|nIS|ghts into the ¢ manufacturing sector receives 9.8% of GFCF yet contributes 12.2% to
relationship between investment (GFCF) and productivity (GVA) acroSSgya. This indicates that the manufacturing sector is highly productive

UELIOUS SEEiolE: relative to the capital investein it. The sector appears to be an efficient

user of capital, generating a higher return in terms of value added to the

economy. The efficiency seen in this sector suggests that continued
I 61, 7%

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 43,8% investment in manufacturing, particularly related to agricultaoeid yield
L . 0,2% ’ C e . . .
Mining and quarrying 7, 089 significant returns. In transport, storage, and communication, which
i . ,070 q q q
Manufacturing B, 12.2% receives 7.6% of GFCF, the sector contributes 5.6% to GVA. This shows that
9%

Electricity, gas and Walery 2.8% the sector is important for the economy, but its contribution to productivity
Construction 1 8%

. . y o W OB - L. oA is slightly less thathe capital it attracts. This could be indicative of ongoing
2 K2t SaktS L yR NBGMAAL NI RSE OF G SNA y 3 : : ) o SR
o 71% investment in transport infrastructure and logistics, which is vital given
Transport, storage and communicatiofm 5 6% _ . 5 L. oA - - p
CAYIVOSZ A)/édZNJ-FOA‘%%)%NBI-f Sadl s Iy alKI YOIUK;\Y;\Qa AuNJ GS3IAO szIU}\QY

‘11562%) investments are likely aimed at expanding the logisticstransportation
Community, social and personal servicd8_3.6% capacity to support the movement of goods and services, and while it is

essential for economic integration, the returns may not yet fully match the
mGFCFm GVA capital investment.

General government -

15,0%

Graphd40: GFCF VBVA distribution by industry in Mkhambathini, 2023 Moving forward improving the productivity ofectors  with high

Agriculture, forestry, and fishing is by far the dominant sector in terms of jnvestment, particularly agriculture, while continuing to support efficient
GFCF, receiving 61.7% of total investment. However, in terms of GVA, thig SO 2NB t A1 S Y ydzFl OlddzNAy Iz O2dzx R
sector contributes 43.8%, indicating that while tewes the largest share economic performance.
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5. BULT ENVIRONMENT

5.1.

SETTLEMENT ROLE RAECHXND FUNCTION

Mkhambathini is characterised by a predominantly rural settlement
structure consisting of a limited number of urban centres and an extensive
network of rural settlements located within traditional authority areas and
agricultural landscapesh& municipal settlement pattern can broadly be
categorised into the following typologies:

T Town
1 Urban settlements
9 Periurban / transitional settlements
1 Rural settlements in traditional authority areas
1 Informal settlements
1 Farming areas and smallholdings
9 Rual service centres
5.1.1. TOWN / PRIMARY URBRHEGION

PREPARED BY: TPS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT‘

Towns/ urban settlements in the municipal area include:

Camperdowng primary administrative, commercial and service
node of the municipality.

It is located along the N3 national corridor, providing regional
accessibility to Durban, Pietermaritzburg and the South Coast via
the R603.

Camperdown hosts major municipal services and facilities including
municipal offices, schools, police station, and retail activities.

The nearby Umlaas Road industrial asapports manufacturing

and logistics activities linked primarily to agrocessing industries
such as poultry and sugar production.
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Camperdown functions as the primary urban node and economic centre

within the municipality. The town concentrates adntiaisve functions, 1 Eston, which i¢ocated at the intersection of the P21 and P489.
retail activities, and public facilities and acts as the primary service centre Local commercial and social activities concentrated along the P489
for surrounding rural communities. Its strategic location along the N3 and corridor. Facilities include a school, charwith créeche and small
regional road network strengthens its role as a key gateway and logistics commercial outlets. The rural service centosts the Eston Sugar
corridor within the municipality. Future development should reinforce Mill, a major agrgprocessing facility serving the regional sugar cane

/' YLISNR2gYy |a (GKS YdzyAOALI £t AG28QAa YI Ajfdusins NDAOS Kdzo oKAES LINBASNBAY3 Al
SEAAGAYI a@Aftr3aAS Ay GKS O2dzy i NB & A R £EstOhKflindtibn® @sSaNy agricultural service centre, supporting
surrounding commaeial farming activities and agpvocessing

5.1.2. FORMAL URBAN RESIDIRN AREAS industries. The presence of the sugar mill strengthens the local
I ANRA Odzt § dzNJI € SO02y2Yé YR NBAYT2N
economic node.

Formal wuban settlements in the municipatea include:

1 A small formal urban residential areas are located adjacent to
/' ' YLISNR2s6Y |yR NBLNBaSyida (KS
neighbourhood.

1 These lowdensity suburban housing are characterised by single

residential dwellings per erf (traditial suburban layout)

9 Social facilities include a primary school and several churches. =
¢tKSAaS FNBlF&a NBLINBaSyild GKS YdzyAaOF
environment, characterised by relatively good infrastructure provision and
organised spatial layouts. $@ential expansion in these areas should
prioritise compact development and integration with existing urban
services and facilities.

5.1.3. RURAL SERVICE CEISTIRERMING COMMUMNESI)
Rural service centres provide essential commercial and social services td
surrounding commercial farming areas and agricultural communitiesse
include:

84
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9 Mid-lllovois bcated near the intersection of the P118 and P116. 1 Mid-lllovo
Built environment concentrated within a small central settlement 9 Various commercial farms throughout the municipality
area.Facilities include limited residential development, small
commercial activities, and a filling statiddurrounding land uses Characteristics of these areaslude:
dominated by commercial agriculture. 1 Large agricultural land parcels used primarily for sugar cane

1 Mid-lllovo serves asa small rural service centre within the production.
agricultural landscape of the municipality. The area provides limited 1 Presence of livestock farming and wildlife breeding activities.
services to surrounding farming communities and functions f  Smallholdings and farm worker housing scattered throughout
primarily as an agricultural support settlement. agricultural land.

1 Generally good infrastructurgssociated with commercial farming
operations.
¢KSaS INBlFa adzZJ2 NI GKS YdzyAOALI f Al &c¢
agroprocessing economy, particularly within the central regions of the
municipality.

i

1% TREH

N 8D ALL < 5.1.5. RURAL SERVICE CESTREADITIONAL AUTHDR
Skt b 2 ; ' AREL)

' Within traditional authority areas, fully developed service centres are
limited. However, several settlemerftsiction as informal service centres
providing basic commercial and social facilities to surrounding rural
communitiesKey rural service certs include:

5.1.4. FARMING AREAS ANDASMHOLDINGS 1 Ophokweni, which iotated in the nortkeastern portion of the
Agiicultural land uses dominate large portions of the municipality and form municipality under the Manyavu Traditional Author@ahokweni
a critical component of the local econorigy farming areas include: is accessible via the P423 which connects to th& Bfid N3lt is a
densely settled eastern portion with steepsbiland terrain to the
f Manderston west. Facilities include schools, community hall, small commercial
 Eston
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outlets, and sports field$he area isdrdered by the Msunduzi and
uMngeni Rivers.

1 Magongqois bcated in the northern portion of the municipality
under the Maphumul Traditional Authorityit is acessible via the

‘i‘h ‘Ulv ) .
P26 and P505ettlement development coratrated along flatter
terrain. Facilities include schools, clinic, shops, sports field and
daycare facilitieslt is bordered by the uMngeni River and Nagle
Dam.

9 Tilongo is bcated along the souttivesten boundary of the
municipality and isaessible via P118 and P1iiés daracterised
by dispersed settlements within dense vegetation and agricultural
landscaped-acilities include a school and a small superetark

1 Ngilanyoniis bcated in the southern portion of the municipality
within the Emlb-Thimuni Traditional Authority and iscagssible via

PREPARED BY: TPS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT‘

the P571 and P118 road netwollgilanyoni is ltaracterised by
dispersed settlements, steep terrain and dense vegmiati
Facilities include primary and secondary schools, a health facility
and small commercial outlets.

5.1.6. PERWURBAN / TRANSITION®ETTLEMENTS

A transitional perurban settlement has developed along the P566 corridor
towards the Nkanyezi area east of LionkP&his area isharacterised by
modern residential dwellings with middléo upperincome housing
typologieslt is bcated within an area traditionally classified as agricultural
land. The area is fown locally by several names including Lion Park,
Nkaryezi, Majozi and Emasayithini.

This settlement reflects emerging parban development trends where
higherincome residential development occurs within traditionally rural
areas. Similar patterns have been observed in other parts of the province
such addams Mission within eThekwini Municipality.

5.1.7. RURAL SETTLEMENTSRKDITIONAL AUTHORIT
AREAS
The majority of settlements within Mkhambathini occur within traditional

authority areas including:

Emlo-Thimuni Traditional Authority
Manyavu Traditionguthority
Maphumulo Traditional Authority
uMacalaGwala Traditional Authority

=A =4 4 =4
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Rural settlements are particularly concentrated in the noghtral and 1 Informal Settlement along P338

south-eastern portions of the municipality, where subsistence farming 1 Poortjie Informal Settlement

forms an important component of kisehold livelihoods. The dispersed 1 Moodley Informal Settlement

nature of these settlements and the challenging terrain create significant

constraints for the provision of bulk infrastructure and services. These nformal settlements reflect housing pressures within the

municipality, particularly within areas that provide acdessmployment
and transport networks. These areas require targeted upgrading, service
provision, and improved spatial integration with surrounding settlements.

5.1.8. INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS

Informal settlements within the municipality are prinharconcentrated
around Camperdown and the central economic corridor, often located near
transport routes, industrial aigities and agricultural farm&ey informal
settlements include:

I Camperdown Informal Settlement (R103)
1 Camperdown Informal Settlemefiimlaas Road)
1 Mandalay Informal Settlement
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5.2. SETTLEMENT DENSITIES

The Municipality has generally lsaedium densities with isolated pockets

of high densities, such as those found in Camperdown. The central portions
of the Municipality, which is mostly made up of commeegalkulture, has
very low density, which increases along main roads and intersections as
these areas have smallholdings, residential settlements, and agrieulture
related enterprises. Rural settlements in Traditional Council areas also have
varying degreg of settlement densities driven by several factors, including
location, dominant land usages, proximity to transportation routes, and the
demand for development.

Camperdown has the highest density in the Municipality due to the central
business districof the Municipality, the Umlaas Road industrial area, and
the residential suburb within the area. It is followed by small pockets of
densities of about 2,23,6 dwelling units per hectare, and these areas are
characterised by their location along the miads and intersections in the
Municipality, areas such as Tala Valley, Manderston, and clusters of
agriculturalrelated business enterprises.

Densities of about 1, 2 to 2 hectares per household occur in the Table
Mountain area, eNkanyezi to the north ahidongo and Ngilanyoni to the
south and also in the Camperdown agricultural industry area. Densities of
0-1, 25 dwelling units per hectare in the Nkanyezi and Manyavu to the north
and sections of Ngilanyoni and Tilongo in the southern section of the
Municpality.
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5.3. LANDSCAPE, ARCHITEHRH AND BUILT FORM 5.3.3. STREETSCAPE AND ISOVPE

Mkhambathini's landscape is marked by steep slopes, particalaklgrids

5.3.1. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 1, 2, and 3, which are part of the Valley of a Thousand Hills. This terrain
offers stunning views and supports ecotourism but faces environmental

The architectural style in Mkhambathini varies across different settlement _ _ o _
challenges such as erosion and illegal sand mining. While the area's natural

types, reflecting a mix of formal, informal, and traditional structures. In _ ] i ) _ R
urban areas, formal dwellings are dominant, characterized by concrete or beauty, including vegeten, water bodies, and parks, is attractive, it is

brick houses with proper roofirand access to basic infrastructure such as UIEiSy (@t (e develqpment pressurgs. The.streetscape SATSEES o
water, electricity, and sanitation. Informal settlements, often found in-high Ve [RERS, A @ lEy Meeh=Eing St mprovEs SemmiEs

density areas, consist of makeshift structures built from corrugated iron, SIS GIUIS D CEUREEIR I U221 (EIS: Mos.t hou§eholds ST
wood, and other temporary materials, lacking structurabifitg and of road access, thanks to a network of provincial, district, and local roads.

el S s, The N3 highway, along with the R103 and R106, connects Mkhambathini to
eThekwini and surrounding regions, but ongoing maintenance and
In rural and Tribal Authority areas, traditional homesteads are common, infrastructure investment are needetb ensure safe and efficient
typically consisting of clusters of thatchexf huts arranged in a movement within the municipality.
communal setting. These structures are often built using mud, clay, and
natural maerials, with limited access to modern infrastructure. This diverse
architectural landscape highlights the contrast between urban and rural
development patterns, emphasizing the need for improved housing and
infrastructure integration across the municipgalit

5.3.2. HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS

The study area consists mainly of sirgyt@y buildings, resulting in minimal
variation in building height. However, certain structures, such as churches,

verticality despite being singgtory. This design element introduces
contrast and visual interest, breaking the uniformity of the surrounding built
environment.
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5.4. HISTORICAL PLACE® ANHER PLACES CHEIREST 5.4.2. THE TALA COLLECTE®MWME RESERVE

The Tala Game Reserve, spanning approximately 3,000 hectares within the

5.4.1. NATIONAL LION PARK Mkhambathini Municipality, is &ey conservation and edourism

- destination supporting biodiversity protection and regional economic
development. The reserve is home to diverse wildlife, including rhinos,
giraffes, hippos, and over 370 bird species, making it an important
ecological ass.

The Umkhambathini National Lion Park, located in Mkhambathini
Municipality near Cato Ridge, is a kegtourism and conservation asset
contributing to regional economic growth and environmental sustainability.
The park, along with the adjacent African Bird of Prey Sanctuary, which
houses over 180 indigenous raptors, and the Tala Private Game Reserve
spanning 3,000 hectares with diverse wildlife, plays a vital role in
biodiversity conservation and sustainable tourism.

94
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54.3. NAGLE DAM reserve features diverse landscapes]uding riverine forests, grasslands,
: and valleys, and is home to a variety of wildlife such as giraffes, zebras,

hippos, and numerous bird species.

The Nagle Dam, located within the Mkhambathini Municipality, is a critical
water resource that supports both environmental conservation and socio
economic development. Serving as a key water supply for surrounding
communities and agricultural activitieeetdam plays a vital role in regional
water security. Additionally, it is an important éoarism and recreational
destination, offering activities such as fishing, boating, and wildlife viewing
within its scenic natural surroundings.

5.4.4. GWAHUMBE RESERVI/AYA

The Gwahumbe Game Reserve, situated within the Mkhambathini
Municipality, is a significant conservation and-eagism destination that
contributes to biodiversity protection and local economic development. The
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5.5. QUALITY OF THE BUENVIRONMENT among informal dwellers about the dangers of building near or on the
pipeline. This initiative also included providing safety measures togmana

associated risks.

5.5.1. ILLEGAL BUILDINGSDAMSES

In the Mkhambathini Local Municipalitiedgal buildings are those that have
been constructed without the proper approval from the municipality or the
traditional council. These buildings are subject to inspection by municipal
building inspectors, who are required by law to ensure compliand¢e wit
relevant policies and regulations. Traditional leaders also have the authority S5
to enforce these regulations within their jurisdiction. 2

The study area includes buildings that may not comply with the National
Building Regulations and could be classifigliegml during site inspections
lllegal dumping in uMkhambathini is a growing concern, affecting both the
environment and public health. The accumulation of waste in open spaces
pollutes the land, harms biodiversity, and creates breeding grounds for
diseasecarrying pests. This issue is often driven by inadequate waste
disposal facilities, lack of awareness, and weak enforcement of bylaws.
Addressing illegal dumping requires a raltieted approach, including
stricter regulations, improved waste managemsrvices, and community
education on responsible disposal practices. Encouraging local participation
in cleanup initiatives and reporting illegal dumping sites can also help
mitigate the problem, ensuring a cleaner and healthier environment for
residens.

An example of this issue is the Coco Rico Farm Informal Settlement, whic
has been built within the servitude of the Transnet pipeline. The Transnet
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5.6. AREAS OF DENSIFIOATAND INFILL

In Mkhambathini Municipality, densification and infill development should
be strategically concentrated within key development nodes, public
transport interchanges, and majorrddors to promote higher residential

densities, mixed land uses, and efficient infrastructure use.

The primary node in Camperdown/Umlaas Road serves as the main
development hub, supporting vertical and hidgnsity growth. Secondary

= =

Increase in population growth.

Increase in population and settlement densities.

Demand for social facilities and infrastructure due to an influx of
people into the areas.

Urban sprawl and conflicting land uses.

The need for revitalization and regeneration

The need to protect the natural environment resulting from the
pressures.

nodes such aMaqongqo, Opokweni, and Eston should also be prioritized Growth pressure areas identified in the Municipality include:

to ensure balanced development.

Public transport interchanges, including the N3/Umlaas Road intersection,
N3/Lion Park (Gateway node), and R603/R2&9 (Eston), present
opportunities for highedensty developments due to their accessibility.

Key development corridors, such as the N3 and R103, should support
densification, particularly around Lynnfield Park, which has industrial and

mixeduse potential, including the possible relocation of VirgiimzoX.

=A =4 4 4 4 A

f

Camperdown
Eston
Ophokweni
Magonqo
Mid-lllovo
Tilongo
Ngilanyoni
Ezimwini

Additionally, infill development should be encouraged in existing urban Other emerging growth pressure areas identified in the Municipality
areas to utilize vacant land efficiently, reduce urban sprawl, and align with include:

0KS YdzyAOALI tAdéQa INRBgOK adNraGaS3aeo

Focusing on these strategic areas will optimize land use,owmpr
infrastructure, and support sustainable economic and social development

in Mkhambathini Municipality.

5.7. GROWTH PRESSURE AREA

Growth pressure areas refer to the areas where more detailed local plans

must be developed due to the following factors:
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Mdaphuna
Nkanyezi
Nonzila
Ezibaneni
Table Mountain
Mpandwini
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5.8. LAND USE ANALYSIS as an important habitat for wildlife, including birds, insects, and small
mammals. Bushland plays a crucial role in maintaining ecological balance by

The land use pattern of uMkhambathini Municipality is primarily 5 eyenting sdierosion, regulating the climate, and supporting biodiversity.

characterized by agricultureggonservation, and rural settlements. The It also serves as a carbon sink, absorbing carbon dioxide from the
dominant land uses include sugarcane farming and bushland, reflecting the gymosphere. However, bushland is often under threat from deforestation,
NEIAZ2YyQa NBEAIFIYOS 2y | ANA OdzZ U dzNB u#bé{n%xpélg?o%,fal?d%&i&ﬁufal adtilixd SN uAz2y® DNFaat !l
plantations, and subsistence farming further contribute to thecattiral
economy. Urbanization remains limited, with settlements scattered across
key areas like Camperdown, Eston, and Maqonggo. Infrastructure, including
roads and railways, supports connectivity but occupies a small portion of This category includes largeale farming operations focused on producing
the land. However, the psence of degraded vegetation highlights ~CrOPS or livestock for sale in national or international markets. Common
environmental challenges that require sustainable land management. The commercial agricultural activities may include the cultivation of cash crops
balance between development and conservation remains crucial for future liké maze, wheat, citrus, and vegetables, as well as livestock farming. While

5.8.2. COMMERIAL AGRICULTURE 7343

spatial planning. commercial agriculture contributes significantly to economic development
and food security, it also poses environmental challenges such as sail

The distribution of land use patterns within the muypetiarea can be degradation, deforestation, and water smurce depletion. Sustainable

simplified as follows: farming practices, such as crop rotation, conservation tillage, and precision

irrigation, are essential to maintaining soil fertility and minimizing

1 Sugar Cane (44.86%) and Bushland (43.34%) dominate the . :
environmental impacts.

municipality, covering most of the land.

1 Grassland (28.37%) is another significant land cover.

1 Settlements (8.78%) indicate urban and rural housing clusters. Stk 1AL AN DRGSR DU,

1 Infrastructure (Roads & Railways) occupies less than 3%. These areas include resemgiakes, ponds, and natural wetlands that store

1 Conservation Areas (Forest, Wetlands, Degraded Vegetation) total @1d regulate water resources. Wetlands, in particular, are highly valuable
around 12.85%, highlighting environmental sensitivity. ecosystems that support a wide variety of plant and animal species. They

play a key role in water purification by filtering polhusa controlling floods
by absorbing excess rainwater, and maintaining groundwater levels. Dams

5.8.1. BUSHLAND (43.34%) provide water for irrigation, industrial use, and drinking water supply but

Bushland consists of natural vegetation, including shrahsll srees, and can also disrupt natural river systems and aquatic life. Protecting and
grasses, often found in undeveloped or minimally disturbed areas. It serves
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managing thee water bodies sustainably is essential for -fengp disruption. Some modern golf course designs incorporate sustainable
environmental health landscping practices, such as using native plants and recycled water, to

minimize their environmental impact.

5.8.4. DEGRADED VEGETAT(®R7%)

Degraded vegetation refers to areas where natural plant cover has been 5.8.7. GRASSLAND (28.37%)

significantly reduced due to human activities such as deforestation, Grasslands are open landscapes dominated by grasses rather than trees or
overgrazingpoor agricultural practices, and infrastructure development. dense shrubs. These areas serve as grazing land for livasiwsupport
Degradation can lead to soil erosion, desertification, and loss of biodiversity. various herbivorous wildlife species, making them ecologically and
In some cases, invasive plant species may take over, further altering theeconomically important. Grasslands help in carbon sequestration and play
natural ecosystem. Rehabilitation etfosuch as reforestation, controlled a role in maintaining soil health. However, they are often vulnerable to
grazing, and soil conservation measures can help restore degraded overgrazing, soil erosion,@eonversion to croplands or urban areas.
vegetation and improve land productivity.

5.8.8. ROAD NETWORK (2.41%)

5.8.5. FOREST AND WOODLARI51%) This category includes major roads that facilitate transportation and

Forests and woodlands are characterized by-tteminated landscapes, economic activities. Roads are essential for trade, commerce, and
offering critcal ecosystem services such as carbon sequestration, oxygen connectivity between urban and rural areas. However, iofdstructure
production, and wildlife habitat. These areas provide timber, fuelwood, and can contribute to habitat fragmentation, increased pollution, and roadkill
nontimber forest products like fruits and medicinal plants. They also play a incidents for wildlife.

role in climate regulation by absorbingricon dioxide and influencing

rainfall patterns. 5.8.9. MINES AND QUARRIB6%)

These areas are dedicated to extracting minerals, stones, and other

5.8.6. GOLF COURSES (0.04%) geological resources for construction, mantdaog, and industrial

Golf courses are recreational green spaces designed for sporting and leisurgourposes. Mining and quarrying contribute significantly to economic growth
activities. They typically feature weihintained grass landscapes, water  but often lead to environmental issues such as deforestation, soil erosion,
bodies, and tredined fairways. Wile they contribute to tourism and local and water pollution due to chemical runoff. Abandoned mines can pose
economies, golf courses can have environmental concerns, particularly safety hazarsland become sources of contamination.

related to high water consumption, chemical fertilizers, and habitat
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5.8.10PLANTATION (4.89%) 5.8.13SUGAR CANE (44.86%)

Plantations are areas where trees or crops are grown on a large scale forSugar cane plantations occupy a significant portion of agricultural land and
commercial purposes. These may include timber plantations, fruit orchards, serve as a major source of sugar and biofuels. The industry provides

or rubber and oil palm plantations. While theypyide economic benefits, employment opportunities and contributes to economic development.
monoculture plantations can lead to reduced biodiversity, increased
vulnerability to pests and diseases, and soil depletion. 5.8.14SUBSISTENCE (RURBI182%)

Subsistence agriculture refers to smpsmidle farming where crops and
5.8.11RAILWAY (0.08%) livestock are primarily grown for household consumption rather than for
This land use category includes railway tracks and associated infrastructuresale. It supports rural camunities by providing food security and livelihood
that facilitate the movement of goods and people. Rail transport is generally opportunities. Traditional farming methods often rely on natural rainfall and
more efficient and environmentally friendly than road transport, as it minimal external inputs, making them more sustainable than some
produces lower greenhouse gas emissions per ton of freight or passengercommercial farming systems. However, subsistence farming faces

transported. challenges such as low productivity, vulnerability to climate change, and
limited access to modern agricultural technigues. Support programs that
5.8.12SETTLEMENT (8.78%) provide training, improved seeds, and access to markets can enhance the

. . . sustainability and resilience of sigience farming.
Settlement area include both urban and rural residential developments y g

where people live and work.
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Map20: Maphumulo Land Use







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































